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CLASS IX 

ANNUAL EXAMINATION 2024-25 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (184) 

                                                  MARKING SCHEME 

                                                          SET A1/A2 

Time Allowed: 3 Hrs                                                                                    Maximum Marks: 80 

 

General Instructions: 

1.15-minute prior reading time allotted for Q-paper reading. 

2. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, GRAMMAR & WRITING 

andLITERATURE. 

3. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. 

 

        SECTION A- READING SKILLS                                20 

 

1.Read the following passage carefully.                                                                                   10 

1. While pollution of land, sea, and air has been thoroughly documented, a newer and less 

recognized form of pollution is the swelling tide of noise, which is engulfing both urban and rural 

areas. This growing issue has long-term effects on the environment, public health, and 

productivity, particularly in a fast-developing nation like India. 

2. Unlike other forms of pollution, noise is invisible and often goes unnoticed, dismissed as a minor 

annoyance. However, data shows that noise pollution poses serious threats, causing various 

complications. In some industries, reduced worker productivity has been directly linked to constant 

exposure to high noise levels. 

3. A pioneering survey by the All India Institute of Medical Sciences on noise’s impact on health 

has shown that noise disrupts both physical and psychological functions. It has been associated 

with symptoms such as nausea, vomiting, pain, hypertension, and cardiovascular problems. 

4. A study from the Post Graduate School of Basic Medical Sciences in Chennai supports these 

findings. It found that in half of the industries studied, workers exposed to higher noise levels 

became more irritable, short-tempered, and impatient, often leading to unrest and disruption of 

production. This was observed in major industrial areas surrounding the four metropolitan cities. 

5. Another concerning aspect is recreational noise, which is becoming more widespread in cities 

and towns. Loudspeakers are frequently used at full volume during events like weddings, festivals, 

and musical programs, particularly at night, with little consideration for others. Even a sound level 

of 50 decibels can wake someone from deep sleep. Experiments have shown that loudspeakers 

producing sound between 60 and 80 decibels can cause a person’s pupils to dilate and increase 

oxygen intake, leading to palpitations. These effects are more intense in narrow streets. 

Additionally, TV sets are often played at high volumes during prime viewing hours, disturbing 
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neighbors. Making noise has become a status symbol, whether in election campaigns, slogan-

shouting, or even to show off owning a TV. 

 

I.Answer the following questions, based on the passage above.                                              10 

 

i. In paragraph 1, what does the phrase “the swelling tide of noise which is engulfing urban as well 

as rural areas” imply about the spread of noise pollution?                                                     1 

Ans:- Noise pollution is spreading rapidly and affecting both city and rural areas 

 

ii. On the basis of the assertion and reasoning given below choose the correct option.                1 

Assertion (A): Noise pollution has a significant and detrimental impact on public health, 

productivity, and the environment, especially in urban and industrial areas. 

Reason (R): Unlike other forms of pollution, noise is invisible and often goes unnoticed, leading 

to a lack of awareness and immediate action, despite its serious health implications like 

hypertension, cardiovascular problems, and productivity loss. 

Choose the correct option: 

A) Both the assertion and the reason are correct, and the reason correctly explains the 

assertion. 

B) Both the assertion and the reason are correct, but the reason does not explain the assertion. 

C) The assertion is correct, but the reason is incorrect. 

D) The assertion is incorrect, but the reason is correct. 

iii. Fill in the blank with the correct option from those given.                                                       1 

In the phrase “noise-making seems to have become the latest status symbol,” the word 

“status symbol” refers to : _____. 

(A) An object or action that indicates a person’s wealth or importance. 

(B) A method used to block out other sounds. 

(C) A common annoyance in public spaces. 

(D) A new trend in manufacturing. 

 

iv. Select the option that best reflects the psychological impact of noise pollution on 

workers:(paragraph 4)                                                                                                                     1 

(a) Noise causes irritation and decreases patience, making workers more likely to be 

frustrated and disrupt production. 

(b) Noise in industries results in increased motivation and productivity due to 

heightened alertness. 

 

v. State whether the following statement is True or False.                                                            1 

Recreational noise, such as loudspeakers at festivals, can affect people’s sleep and cause 
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health complications. 

Ans:-True 

 

vi. The writer mentions recreational noise in paragraph 5.                                                           1 

Which of the following is an example of recreational noise? 

(A) Noise caused by construction work in residential areas. 

(B) Loudspeakers used at a night festival without considering the disturbance caused to 

others. 

(C) Noise from machinery in a manufacturing unit. 

(D) Traffic noise during peak hours in the city. 

 

vii. On the basis of your understanding of the passage identify the tone the author has used and 

explain why?                                                                                                                                   2 

Ans :- The tone of the author is critical and concerned as he is exasperated at the harmful 

and often overlooked effects of noise pollution on public health, productivity, and the 

environment. 

 

viii. Support the writer’s claim that noise pollution has significant health impacts.                       2 

(paragraph 3) 

Ans:-Noise disrupts both physical and psychological functions. It has been associated with 

symptoms such as nausea, vomiting, pain, hypertension, and cardiovascular problems. 

 

2. Read the passage given below.                                                                                               10 

 

1. The Arctic is warming more than twice as fast as the rest of the world, and some scientists 

believe that thawing permafrost ground frozen since the last Ice Age - is about to release 

enormous amounts of climate-warming emissions. In the coldest regions of planet Earth, ice 

binds together soil, rock, sand and organic matter. This layer of permafrost can begin just 

centimeters below the Earth’s surface. Anywhere cold enough to keep the ground frozen 

year-round for at least two years counts as permafrost. About a quarter of the Northern 

Hemisphere contains permafrost. 
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2. Warmer temperatures in the Arctic are causing snow and ice to disappear. As ice covering the 

sea shrinks back, it exposes darker waters that absorb solar radiation rather than reflecting it back 

out in the atmosphere. This is called the albedo effect, and helps explain why the Arctic region is 

warming so much faster than the rest of the world. This chart shows how much average surface air 

temperatures have changed at different latitudes since 1960. 

3. The Siberian Arctic town of Verkhoyansk in June registered a record high temperature of 38 

degrees Celsius (100.4 Fahrenheit) during a prolonged heat wave. Record fires have also engulfed 

vast swathes of Siberian Russia, emitting more carbon dioxide than Switzerland or Norway in a 

year. 

4. The boreal forests of the Arctic have evolved to survive and thrive from occasional fires that 

would naturally occur every few decades or centuries in the region. But the more recent fires are 

different, scientists say. They are starting months earlier than they ever have before, and are 

smouldering through the winter as underground ‘zombie fires’. 

5. The more intense fires are also burning up peat bogs. A forest might grow back in a few decades 

and reabsorb the carbon it released when it burned; a peat bog is the accumulation of thousands of 

years of partial decomposition. 

6. The best way to prevent permafrost from thawing is to limit climate change by reducing fossil 

fuel emissions and protecting forests, scientists say. But once permafrost thaws, there’s nothing 

that can be done to stop the carbon from being released. 

 

I.Answer the following questions, based on the passage above.                                           10 

 

i. Infer one reason for the following, based on information given in Paragraph 2.                   1 

The Arctic region is warming so much faster than the rest of the world. 

Ans:- As ice covering the sea shrinks back due to warmer temperatures, it exposes darker 

waters that absorb solar radiation rather than reflecting it back out in the atmosphere. 

 

ii. From Paragraph 1, it can be inferred that ______and ______ are true about permafrost.          1 

1. ground frozen since the Second Ice Age 

2. ice, soil, rock, sand and organic matter bound together 

3. can begin just centimeters below the Earth’s surface 

4. it is year-round frozen ground for at least one year 

option : 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 3 and 4 

 

iii. Complete the following analogy correctly with a word from paragraph 1:                               1 

authentic: genuine:: huge : ____enormous_ 
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(Clue : Just like authentic is a synonym for genuine, similarly huge is a synonym for...) 

 

iv. Consider the following statements:                                                                                            1 

Assertion (A) : The Arctic region is warming faster than the rest of the world. 

Reason (R) : The exposed layer of darker waters is absorbing radiation. 

(a) (A) is correct and (R) is the appropriate explanation of (A). 

(b) (A) is incorrect and (R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 

(c) (A) is correct and (R) is incorrect. 

(d) (A) is incorrect and (R) is correct. 

 

v. Which of the following is the correct consequence of heat waves?                                            1 

(a) The Siberian Arctic town of Verkhoyansk in June registered a record high temperature of 39 

degrees Celsius. 

(b) Record fires engulf vast swathes of Siberian Russia. 

(c) Both (a) and (b) 

(d) None of the above 

 

vi. Substitute the word ‘sustained’  in the following sentence,with one word similar in meaning to 

it , from paragraph 3                                                                                                                    1 

The Siberian Arctic town of Verkhoyansk in June registered a record high temperature of 38 

degrees Celsius during a sustained heat wave. 

Ans:- prolonged 

 

vii. List any two ways to prevent permafrost from thawing.                                                          1 

Ans :- To limit climate change by reducing fossil fuel emissions and protecting forests. 

 

viii.Fill in the blanks with the appropriate option from those given in brackets, based on your  

understanding of paragraph 2.                                                                                                      1 

The statement that, ‘warmer temperatures in the Arctic are causing snow and ice to disappear’ is a 

(fact/opinion) because it is exposing the darker waters to …………………… (reflection/ 

absorption of heat). 

Answer:fact; absorption of heat 

 

ix. List two reasons why the scientist says- “the more recent fires are different”?                      2 

Ans:- They are starting months earlier than they ever have before, and are smoldering 

through the winter as underground ‘zombie fires’. 
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                                  SECTION B - WRITING SKILLS & GRAMMAR                               20 

                                                             GRAMMAR      10 

 

3. Complete any ten of twelve of the following tasks, as directed.                                       10 

 

i. Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete the given sentence. 

Social media played a huge part in adding fuel to the communal fire that _____ in 

Leicester city igniting communal riots between two religious communities. 

 

(a) kept flaring              (b) flared up 

(c) had flared up           (d) would flare up 

 

ii. Read the conversation between a doctor and his patient. Complete the sentence by 

reporting the dialogue. 

Inspector : What are the arrangements made by the school for feeding these children? 

Principal : Each one of the students is given a nutritious mid-day meal every day. 

 

To the query of the inspector about the arrangements made by the school to feed the 

children, the Principal replied that ____________. 

Ans:-Each one of the students was given a nutritious mid day meal everyday 

 

iii. Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line, from an article from a health 

magazine.  

She _____ put her mind to work, for she had a very sick feeling in the bottom of her stomach. 

(a) could not              (b) might not 

(c) need not               (d) dare not 

 

 

iv. Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the following 

line, from a news report : 

According to a health survey, carbonated drinks are harmful to health and children are 

so addicted to fizzy drinks as adults to nicotine. 

Option No.      Error         Correction 

 (a)                      a                  the 

(b)                      to                  for 

(c)                       so                 as 

(d)                 addicted          addictive 

Ans:-(  c)         so         as 
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v. Complete the given narrative, by filling in the blank with the correct option : 

Priest : Trust and compassion can reform a person more than punishment. 

Ira : Don’t you think the reverse of this approach is more effective? 

 

When a priest told Ira that trust and compassion can reform a person more than 

punishment, she asked him if _____. 

(a) didn’t he think that the reverse of that approach was more effective. 

(b) did he not think that the reverse of that approach could be more effective. 

(c) he didn’t think that the reverse of that approach is more effective. 

(d) he didn’t think that the reverse of that approach was more effective. 

 

vi. Fill in the blank by using the correct form of the word in the bracket, for the given portion of a 

letter : 

Subject : Appeal for Assam Flood Relief 

Respected Sir/Madam, 

In the last month, India has witnessed one of the worst manifestations of nature’s 

wrath-floods in Assam, which _____ (wash) away thousands of pilgrims, resulting in 

a massive loss of life and property, and leaving millions impoverished and homeless. 

A- washed 

 

vii. Report the dialogue between Vivek and Neerja by completing the sentence : 

Vivek : Life is so comfortable for homemakers. 

Neerja : You are showing your stereotypical mentality. 

In response to the idea about homemakers, Neerja said that __he was showing his stereotypical 

mentality___. 

 

viii. Identify the error in the given sentence, from a school magazine report and supply the 

correction. 

The stage performance put up by the students were spectacular. 

 

Use the given format for your response. 

Error                        Correction 

were                          was 

 

ix. Binny shared some information, with Pansy, about her visit to a War Memorial. Report Pansy’s 

question. 

How much time did you spend at the War Memorial? 

Pansy asked Binny about the time she had  spent at the war memorial  
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x. Identify the error in the given sentence and supply the correction. 

Must you pick up my brother from school on your way home tomorrow? 

 

Use the given format for your response. 

Error                                 Correction 

Must                                  Will 

 

xi. Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows : 

Martha : Why are you spraying wax on your car tyres? 

James : It makes the rubber last longer and prevents it from drying. 

Martha : (looking amused) Is it like putting lotion on your skin? 

James : Yes, exactly. Now I see you are beginning to get the point. 

 

Martha asked her husband _____. James explained that it made the rubber last 

longer and prevented that from dying. 

(A) why he was spraying wax on his car tyres. 

(B) why was he spraying wax on your car tyres? 

(C) why was he spraying wax on his car tyres? 

(D) why is he spraying wax on his car tyres? 

 

xii. Identify the error on a newspaper headline and supply the correction, for the following 

Dispersing through thinning forests, tigers came into conflict with humans. 

 

Use the given format for your response. 

Error                             Correction 

Came                                 come 

                                                                                             

                                            

SET A 2 

i. Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete an online update. 

Forests remove carbon from the atmosphere _____ that is roughly 13% of our total 

emission. 

(A) at a rate                         (B) on a rate 

(C) at the rate                      (D) on the rate 

 

ii. Read the conversation between a doctor and his patient. Complete the sentence by 

reporting the patient’s reply correctly. 

Passenger 1 : Are you from the software industry sir? 

Passenger 2 : Yes, but how do you know? 
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Passenger 1: tried to recollect some experience and asked passenger 2 _if he was from the 

software industry________. To this,passenger 2 nodded his head in affirmation and inquisitively 

asked how he knew that. 

 

iii. Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line. 

When life is uncertain, our usual responses and coping strategies 

__________not always work. 

 

(A) may                (B) might 

(C) can                 (D) could 

 

iv. Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the following line. 

There seems to be some error in the observation from a proceeding in the  family court. 

Option No.      Error                 Correction 

(A)             observations          observation 

(B)             seems                      seem 

(C)              some                      many 

(D)              the                            an 

 

v. Complete the given sentence from a report, by filling in the blank with the correct option.  

Many people reported ………………. the noise in the night. 

(a) to hear 

(b) having heard 

(c) to have heard 

(d) been hearing 

Answer: 

(c) to have heard                                                  

                                                 WRITING SKILLS         10 

 

4A. Write a descriptive paragraph, in about 100-120 words, on ‘An Inspiring Teacher’. You may 

use the information given below. 

 Highly qualified —---humble and inspiring —-----teaches life lessons —---talks politely and 

exudes kindness—--- role model                                                                                                  5 

 

                                                                            OR 

4B.Given below is a picture showing a quarrel between two boys in your school. Write a 

descriptive paragraph about the incident in not more than 100-120  words describing how the 

quarrel began, what happened and how it was brought to an end.                                                5 
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FORMAT -1         CONTENT - 2            EXPRESSION -2 

 

5A. During the final examination you went prepared for the English test when it was actually the 

Maths paper. You realized this only after you entered the examination hall and saw your friends 

solving sums and were left flabbergasted. Narrate your experience in not more than 100-120 words 

in the form of a diary entry .Also express the horror when you found out and mention how you 

overcame the situation.                                                                                                           5 

                                                      OR 

5B.Renuka started writing a short story. However, due to an unavoidable reason, she had to give 

it up after writing a few lines.Using the beginning Renuka made, write the complete story. (100-

120 words)                                                                                                                             5 

Raghu and Raj were two friends and neighbors. Raghu had a servant named Ramu. The name of 

Raj’s servant was Shammu … 

 

FORMAT -1             CONTENT - 2                    EXPRESSION -2 

 

                                                       

                               SECTION C - LITERATURE TEXTBOOK                     40 

 

6. Attempt any one of two extracts given.                                                                             5 

 

A. At Pashupatinath (outside which a sign proclaims ‘Entrance for the Hindus only’) there is an 

atmosphere of ‘febrile confusion’. Priests, hawkers, devotees, tourists, cows, monkeys, pigeons 

and dogs roam through the grounds. We offer a few flowers. There are so many worshippers that 

some people trying to get the priest’s attention are elbowed aside by others pushing their way to 

the front. A princess of the Nepalese royal house appears; everyone bows and makes way. By the 

main gate, a party of saffron-clad Westerners struggle for permission to enter. The policeman is 

not convinced that they are ‘the Hindus’. 

                                                                                                                      (  Kathmandu) 

 

i. The sign outside the Pasupatinath temple proclaims.                                                             1 
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A. A febrile confusion 

B. Cows, monkeys and pigeons are roaming here. 

C. A princess appears 

D. Entrance is allowed only for Hindus 

 

ii. Where do you think the author is in the given lines?                                                               1 

In Kathmandu, Nepal. At the Pashupatinath Temple. 

 

iii. Select the option that correctly captures the application of the word ‘febrile’  used in the 

extract.                                                                                                                                         1 

A. The mother gave her febrile son paracetamol to bring down his body temperature 

B. She felt febrile temperature while walking towards the examination centre 

C. It is febrile to argue over futile maters 

D. Rahul was left in a state of shock when the knowledge of his company’s febrile state 

came to his notice 

 

iv. Give a reason for the following                                                                                             2 

The policemen are not convinced ‘they’ are Hindus. 

They are the westerners who are clad in saffron to blend it thus the policemen are not 

convinced as it was pretty obvious that they weren't Hindus and the temple instructions were 

that only Hindus were allowed. 

                                                                     OR 

B. At my slightest movement the snake would strike me! Death lurked four inches away. Suppose 

it struck, what was the medicine I had to take? There were no medicines in the room. I was but a 

poor, foolish and stupid doctor. I forgot my danger and smiled feebly at myself.                                                                                                  

(The Snake and the Mirror) 

 

i. Select the option that displays the reason why the doctor calls himself poor and stupid.        1 

A. Poor as he was actually poor and stupid as he did not anticipate the snake 

B. Poor as he was out of options and stupid as he felt useless 

C. Poor as he had no money to buy medicines and stupid a he had not kept any extras 

D. Poor because he was in a tough spot and stupid because he realized that though he was a 

doctor, still he did not have medicines for an emergency like this. 

 

ii. According to the extract, what did the doctor do when he realized there is no way out of 

the situation?                                                                                                                                 1 

1. Smiled feebly 

2. There were no medicines 

3. Thought he was stupid and poor 

4. Forgot the danger 
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Select the correct option. 

A. 1 and  4 

B. 2 and 4 

C. Only 1 

D. 3 and 2 

 

iii. Explain the phrase ‘Death lurked four inches’.                                                                        1 

Ans:-The snake was three or four inches away from the writer’s head with its hood spread 

out. Since it was a – cobra, its bite would be fatal. 

 

iv. Where is the doctor currently and why does his situation seem humorous?                            2 

Ans:-The doctor is currently in his room .The situation seems humorous as being a doctor 

he had no medicines kept at home and now that death lurked four inches away from him he 

realised what a stupid and foolish thing that was. 

 

7. Attempt any one of two extracts given.                                                                                     5 

 

A. I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 

I took the one less travelled by, 

And that has made all the difference. 

                                                                    ( The Road not Taken) 

i. Complete the sentence appropriately.                                                                                           1 

It is clear that metaphor is the poetic device used for ‘Two roads….’ . Explain why ?(Clue: 

explain how metaphor applies here) 

The two roads have been compared with the choices we face in life and the decisions that we 

have to take. 

 

ii. The poet has used repetition in the given line. What effect does he wish to create by its use?  1                                                                                                                                           

Somewhere ages and ages hence 

A. Nostalgia 

B. Comparison 

C. Depression 

D. Desire 

 

iv. The main theme of the poem is ……                                                                                         1 

A. Feeling unhappy and unmotivated 

B. Making new decisions in life 

C. Choosing a less traveled road for fun 
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D. Various problems we encounter and the choices we make 

 

v. “And that has made all the difference”. Why does the poet say this?                                          2 

Answer. –The poet said that later in life he shall be telling people how his life has been 

different due to the choices he had made long ago. 

 

                                                                 OR 

 

B.Away, away in the Northland, 

Where the hours of the day are few, 

And the nights are so long in winter 

That they cannot sleep them through; 

Where they harness the swift reindeer 

To the sledges, when it snows; 

And the children look like bear’s cubs 

In their funny, furry clothes: 

                                                             (The Legend of Northland) 

i. What is the poet’s tone in the extract?                                                                                   1 

1. Thoughtful 

2. Preachy 

3. Agitated 

4. Narrative 

5. Argumentative 

Select the appropriate option. 

A. 1,5 

B. 3, 5 

C. 2, 4 

D. 1, 5 

 

ii. “They cannot sleep them through”. What is ‘them’ in this line?                                           1 

    ‘Them’ in the given line refers to the long nights during winter . 

 

iii. Identify the reason the speaker uses repetition in the first line ‘away, away’                      1 

A. To stress on that fact that the story began at a place very far away 

B. To emphasize that he isn't aware of a place called Northland 

C. To emphasize on his need to go to Northland 

D. To start a story that he wanted to narrate 

 

iv.Describe in 40 words what kind of poem is this and how can you infer that.                       2 
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Ans:-A Legend of the Northland' is a ballad. A ballad is a poem narrating a story in short 

stanzas. Ballad is a kind of poem which tells a story in short stanzas and in the poem all the 

stanzas comprise four lines. 

 

7. Answer any four of the following in about 40-50 words each.                                  3x4=12 

 

I. Explain how the pungi became the shehnai in the chapter ‘The Sound of Music.’ 

Ans :  Pungi made a shrill noise. A barber of Aurangzeb’s kingdom chose a pipe with a 

natural hollow, longer and broader stem than the pungi and made seven holes on the body 

of the pipe. It produced a soft and melodious sound. As the story goes, since it was first played 

in the Shah’s chambers and was played by a nai (barber), the instrument was named the 

‘shehnai’. 

 

II. ‘A Slumber did my Spirit Seal;’ what makes William Wordsworth say this? And what is his 

reaction ? 

Ans :- The death of the poet’s beloved is so sudden and unexpected that his mind as well as 

his body seems to be closed off. A deep slumber has taken hold over him. His spirit seems to 

be sealed. He has lost touch of earthly consciousness. Her death has cut him off from all 

earthly fears. A deep slumber has engulfed all his worldly feelings.  

 

III. Who did Kezia compare her father with? What made Kezia think that there were different 

sorts of fathers? (The Little Girl) 

Ans:- Kezia compared her father with a giant. She thought that there were different sorts of 

fathers when she saw the father of the McDonald’s family playing ‘tag’ with his children 

happily. But her father always spoke angrily with her and chided her for stuttering. 

 

IV. Justify why the poet seems to be in love with Innisfree? (The Lake Isle of Innisfree) 

Ans :- Yes, the poet Yeats was in love with Innisfree. One can say so because he wants to rise, 

go to Lake Innisfree and live there alone. The poet also says that it is at Lake Innisfree that 

he gets peace. The poet finds a kindred spirit in Lake Innisfree and therefore, we can say 

that he was in love with Innisfree. 

 

V. The bark of the tree is described as the ‘leprous hide’. Bring out the irony in the fact that 

the leprous hide sprouts leaves? (On Killing a Tree) 

Ans :- The poet describes the broken, discolored bark of a tree that has been hacked and 

which resembles a leper’s skin. Leaves grow from the leprous hide or the bark of the tree. 

This is ironic because leprosy usually eats away the body. It does not promote growth. But, 

here, the leprous hide has been depicted as a source of growth. 

 

8. Answer any two of the following in about 40-50 words each.                           3x2=6 
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I. Bring out the irony in the story ‘The Lost Child’? 

Ans:- The irony of the story ‘The Lost Child’ is that the child was sad and irritated at his 

parent’s refusal to whatever he wanted to buy at the village fair. But it is the parents whom 

he sought frantically when he was lost, despite the man offering him everything that he had 

wanted to buy earlier. 

 

II. How did the fire that burnt the author's house later help him reconstruct his life? (A 

House is not a Home) 

Ans:- The fire had destroyed the author’s house yet this fire constructed new relationships 

between the author and his classmates at school. He had felt estranged in his new school. He 

didn’t have friends. But his classmates came forward and tried to help the author overcome 

fear and trauma that the fire mishap had caused. 

 

SET A2 

II. How did the fire that burnt the author's house prove destructive for him? (A House 

is not a Home) 

Ans:- The fire had destroyed the author’s house yet this fire constructed new relationships 

between the author and his classmates at school. He had felt estranged in his new school. He 

didn’t have friends. But his classmates came forward and tried to help the author overcome 

fear and trauma that the fire mishap had caused. 

 

III. Lushkoff attributes the change of his heart to Olga. Do you agree with him? Or do you 

think that Sergei is responsible for it? Justify your answer.(The Beggar) 

Ans:- Yes, I agree that Olga had stirred the change in Lushkoff because it was Olga with 

whom Lushkoff spent time doing various works. It was Olga who taught Lushkoff the 

various truths of life by constantly abusing and threatening him and then doing all his work 

for him . 

 

SET A 2 

III. Is Lushkoff a willing worker? Why, then, does he agree to chop wood for Sergei?(The Beggar) 

Answer: 

No, he was not a willing worker. He was too weak to work. He had lost his strength and 

stamina due to his habit of drinking and secondly he was a middle aged man. He agreed to 

chop wood because of pride and shame and he had been trapped by his own words. So he 

had no other way but to accept Sergei’s offer. 

 

9. Answer any one of the following in about 100-120 words.                                           6 

 

A. Einstein was an unusual child with no indication of his potential greatness. Comment. 
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Answer: Einstein’s head was larger than the usual head. He was called “Brother Boring” 

because he never mixed up with his classmates. He left school because he was not happy with 

the strict regimentation. He loved mechanical toys and thought his sister to be a toy. The 

headmaster thought him to be stupid and good for nothing and that he would never succeed 

in life. 

He also told Einstein’s father that whatever profession he chose would not matter, because 

“he will never succeed at anything”. This proves that Einstein was an unusual child with no 

indication of his potential greatness. 

 

                                                            OR 

B. Sometimes we think we cannot be cheated since we consider ourselves over-smart.Does this 

prove correct for Gerrard, in the play ‘If I were You’? Discuss the values one needs, to get out of 

a tough spot on the basis of  Gerrards character.  

Ans. It is true that our over smartness fails sometimes. This was proved correct for 

Gerrard.At one time, he was alone in his cottage. All of a sudden an Intruder entered. He 

had a revolver in his hand and he wanted to kill Gerrard. He wanted to avoid the police by 

taking Gerrard’s identity. 

Gerrard used presence of mind and calmness to concoct a story that he too was a criminal 

.As as proof, he showed his traveling bag. He told the Intruder that by killing him he would 

be accused of double murder. He told the Intruder that his friend was standing below on the 

road. As soon as the police arrived, he would inform Gerrard. Gerrard took the Intruder to 

the door to show the man. When they reached near the cupboard, Gerrard pushed him into 

the cupboard and locked it from outside. 

  

10. Answer any one of the following in about 100-120 words.                                             6                                          

A. Imagine you are the playwright who received the mystery gift of a sapphire. While passing by 

the statue you get to unravel the mystery when you overhear the general public and councillors 

discussing the dull statue of the Happy Prince. Write a letter expressing your gratitude to the Happy 

Prince and expressing your dismay at the council’s decision of pulling down the statue. 

Ans: 

ADDRESS 

DATE 

Dear Happy prince 

For days I have been trying to unravel the mystery of a precious sapphire I found at my desk 

a few days ago. I wondered who this admirer and savior were. I wanted to personally thank 

him for his generosity. The mystery got solved today when I was passing by your statue. A 

crowd of people, among them the Mayor and Town Councillors, were discussing how shabby 

and dull the statue looked without its ruby, sapphires and gold leaves. That is when I realized 

that the sapphire I had got was actually one of the eyes of your statue. That also explained 
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how the poor and needy people in the city were mysteriously getting jewels and gold so that 

they could end their poverty and miseries. 

I shall remain eternally grateful to you and the swallow, and as a token of my gratitude to 

you, I am going to write and stage a play to highlight your exemplary sacrifices in bringing 

joy and happiness to the poor and needy people of the city. 

Yours endearingly 

Playwright 

                                                              OR 

B.Most of the teenagers today have baseless fear like Johnsy had in the story “The Last Leaf”. It 

is very common among teenagers who go into depression. Sue, as a good friend, helps Johnsy in 

coming out of the situation. According to you, what role does a good friend play in such a situation 

? 

Answer: 

Most teenagers today have baseless fear like Johnsy had in the story ‘The Last leaf’. 

Sometimes it leads them to depression. Johnsy had developed a fancy idea. She linked her 

life to the falling leaves of an Ivy creeper. She began to think that she would die with the fall 

of the last leaf. Her condition went from bad to worse each day. Sue was worried about her 

health. 

She tried all medicines but all in vain. She knew that Johnsy was in depression.In the 

situation of depression, peer groups play a very important role. The patient needs positive 

moral support. Any negative treatment would worsen the situation. Sue handled the situation 

intelligently. She convinced Behrman to make an artificial leaf in the window. The leaf 

looked so real that it made Johnsy believe that her life would not end. It changed her mind 

set. It was the peer group that helped her in coming out of depression. 

 
 

 

 

 


