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General Instructions:

Q) This paper consists of 10 printed pages.

(i) Question paper comprises five Sections — A, B, C, D and E. There are 34 questions in
the question paper. All questions are compulsory.

(iii)  Section A — Question 1 to 21 are objective type questions of 1 mark each.

(iv)  Section B — Question no. 22 to 27 are Short Answer Type Questions, carrying 3
marks each. Answer to each question should not exceed 60-80 words.

(V) Section C - Question no 28 to 30 are Long Answer Type Questions, carrying 8 marks
each. Answer to each question should not exceed 300-350 words

(vi)  Section D — Question no.31 to 33 are Source based questions with three sub questions
and are of 4 marks each.

(vii)  Section-E - Question no. 34 is Map based, carrying 5 marks that includes the
identification and location of significant test items. Attach the map with the answer
book.

(viii) There is no overall choice in the question paper. However, an internal choice has been
provided in few questions. Only one of the choices in such questions have to be
attempted.

(ix)  Inaddition to this, separate instructions are given with each section and question,
wherever necessary.

S.NO SECTION A 1x21=21
OBJECTIVE ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS
1 Read the following statements regarding the discovery of the Harappan 1
civilization-

I.
M.
V.

Which of the following statements are correct?

A

B
C.
D

ALV

. 1 Only

Cunningham was the first Director General of Archaeological Survey
of India.

Excavations began in the beginning of mid nineteenth century.
Cunningham collected and documented.

Harappa is located in Iran.

I, 1, 1

I, IV only
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Consider the following statements about Ain-i-Akbari.
I.  Itwas completed in 1598.
Il. It was second book in the three part series of Akbar Nama.
I1l.  Ain-i-Akbari is made up of five daftars (volumes).
Which of the above statement is/are true?

A. Only Il
B. land Il
C. Only
D. All of these
Match List | with List Il
LIST I LIST 11
A. Shaukat Ali I.Salt Satyagraha
B. Kamladevi Chhatopadhaya I1. Socialist member of Congress
C. Jayprakash Narayan I11.Theosophical Society
D. Annie Besant IV.Khilafat Movement

Choose the correct answer from the options given below-
1) A-1V, B-II, C-I, D-1lI
2) A-l1V, B-lll, C-lI, D-I
3) A-lV,B-I, C-lI, D-I
4) A-1V, B-11, C-1, D-llI

Identify the name of the alliance or system from the information given below.
I.  Itwas introduced by Wellesley in 1798.
Il. It was imposed on Awadh in 1801.
1. According to this alliance, the ally would have to provide the resources for
maintaining this contingent.
OPTIONS-
A. British Protectorate
B. Doctrine of lapse
C. Indirect rule
D. Subsidiary alliance

Find out from the following pairs which one is NOT correctly matched:
A. Lord Wellesley: Subsidiary Alliance
B. Lord Dalhousie: Doctrine of Lapse
C. Lord Henry Hardinge: Introduced the Enfield rifles
D. Lord Canning: Religious Disabilities Act

Match the following

(a) Magadha (i) an epic written in Tamil
(b) Silappadikaram (i) Indika
(c) Megasthanese (iii) Most Powerful Mahajanapada
(d) Gandatindu Jataka (iv) Describes the plight of Wicked king
Options:
(@) (b) (c) (d)

Aii) (i) (iv) Giii)
B.(iii) (i) (ii) (iv)
C.(i) (i) Giii) (iv)
D.(i) (iii) (ii) (iv)
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The was the amount assessed and was the amount
collected by the Mughal Kings as land revenue. Choose the correct answer
from the given options.

A. Igta and jagir

B. Jama and Hasil
C. Naqdi and Iqgta
D. Zabti and Jama

With reference to the role of the British officers in India, Match Column-B
with column- A, by using the codes given below.

Column A Column B
A.Lord Cornwallis 1.0bserver
B.August Cleveland 2. Economist
C.Francis Buchanan 3. Governor General of Bengal
D.David Ricardo 4. Policy of Pacification
Options-
A 2,

[EEN

[EEN
AP DN A

3.
4,
2
1

OO W;
N W W
w B~

D
>

Arrang the following movements in the order of their occurrence-
l. Kheda Satyagraha
Il. Bardoli Satyagraha
M. Rowlatt Satyagraha
IV.  Quit India Movement
V. Champaran Satyagraha
Choose the correct options from the options given below-
A LIV LTV
B) V, I, LI, IV
C) V, IV, I LI
D) IL LIV, I,V

10

Which among the following is Correctly matched?
List I List 11

CENTRE LEADER

A. Delhi Nana Saheb

B. Kanpur Kunwar Singh

C. Arrah Bahadur Shah

D. Lucknow Birjis Qadr

11

Which of the following options accurately describes the significance of the
Sangam Age in the context of literature?

A. It marked the introduction of Sanskrit literature in South India.

B. It was a period of decline in literary activities in Tamil Nadu.

C. It witnessed the flourishing collection of ancient Tamil literature.

D. It was characterized by the dominance of Greek literature in India
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12

Which of the following represents the correct chronological order of events
related to agrarian developments in India during the 19th century?
l. The Permanent Settlement in Bengal
Il. The Deccan Riots Commission
I1l.  The Santhal Rebellion
IV.  The Fifth Report by a Select Committee.
Options:
A LILINE&IV
B.IL LIV &I
C.HLIL I &IV
D.LIV, Il &I

13

Observe the three locations P, Q and R marked on the map given below.

?

Which of the following statements about these TRUE?
A. All are temples associated with a form of goddess.

B. All are temples associated with Lord Shiva.

C. All are dhamma stupas built by Ashoka.

D. All these are major Sufi shrines.

14

Consider the following options:
l. Guru Nanak advocated a form of Nirguna Bhakti
Il. He rejected sacrifices, ritual baths, image worship.
1. The fifth Sikh Furu was Guru Tegh Bahadur.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct about Sikh religion
A. only |
B. Only Il
C. land Il
D. I, lland Il

15

Historians usually classify the contents of the present text under two broad
heads — sections that contain stories, designated as the narrative. This division
is by no means watertight — the didactic sections include stories, and the
narrative often contains a social message.
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A. Historians usually classify the content of Mahabharata three broad sections.

B. Historians agree that the Mahabharata was to be a not dramatic, moving story.

C. Historians classify the content of Mahabharata into narrative and didactic
sections.
D. Historians agree that the Mahabharata was similar to Ramayana.

16 | Match the column I with column II regarding the travellers who visited the
Vijayanagar empire and choose the correct option: 1
Column I Column I1
A | Nicolo de Conti 1. Ambassador of Persia visited in the 15"
century
B | Abdur Razzaq 1l. Italian Trader who
visited in the 15" century
C | Nikitin 1ii. Portuguese traveller who
visited in the 16" century
D | Duarte Barbosa v. Merchant from Russia who
visited in the 15" century
a b c¢c d
A il i il v
B. iii iv i i
C. i i i iv
D. ii i v iii
17 | Consider the following pairs: 1
1) Gajapati - Name of a powerful Dynasty in Orissa
2) Ashvapati - Deccan Sultans
3) Narapati - Rayas of Vijayanagara
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?
A. lonly
B. 2only
C. 1,2and3
D. None of the above
18 | Who introduced the ‘Objectives Resolution’ in the Constituent Assembly on 1
13th December, 19467
A. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
B. Alladi Krishnaswamy
C. Jawaharlal Nehru
D. Dr BR Ambedkar
19 Examine this coin from the Kushana empire- 0.5+0.5
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A) Idé'hti}y the images 1 and 2 on the coin and the time period they belong to.
B) What does this coin tell you about the portrayal of rulers?

20

Which of the following statements of Gandhiji made at the opening of
Benaras Hindu university are true?

l. Gandhiji charged the Indian elite with a lack of concern for the
labouring poor.

Il. Gandhiji was not worried about the contrast between the “richly
bedecked noblemen” present and “millions of the poor” Indians who
were absent.

M. Gandhiji said “Our salvation will only come through the lawyers,
doctors, & rich landlords.”

IV.  Gandhiji emphasized that farmers are going to secure the salvation of
India.

V. Gandhiji told the privileged invitees’ strip yourself of this jewellery and
hold it in trust for your countrymen”.

Choose the correct answer from the options given below-

A) 1, 11, 111 only

B) I, IV, V only

C) 11, 111, IV only

D) I, 1V, V only

21

Compare and contrast the impacts of the American Civil War on cotton
production in India and the United States. Choose the best suitable option
from the following.
A. Both countries experienced a decline in cotton production due to the war.
B. India’s cotton production increased while the United States experienced a
decline.
C. The United States saw increased cotton production while India's remained
stagnant.
D. Both countries saw a surge in cotton exports during the war period.

SECTION B
SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS

3x6=18

22

"The archaeological evidence shows that the Harappan civilisation had a
flourishing, vibrant craft production.’ Discuss the two ways in which the people of
the Harappan civilization procured raw materials for this enterprise.
Give example of an archaeological and textual evidence to show that overseas
trade was also practiced in aid of this enterprise.

OR

2+1

Page 6 of 10




Archaeologists had different interpretations of the depiction of power in the
Harappan civilization. Discuss in detail the various theories used to describe this
with examples of sources.

23

The relationship of the sepoys with their superior white officers underwent a
significant change in the years preceding the uprising of 1857/ Cite reasons to
justify the statement.

OR
‘A cherry that will drop into our mouth one day” in the context of this statement
mention Dalhousie’s policy of Awadh annexation.

24

Analyse the rise of the Jotedars and their significance in rural Bengal during the
late 18th century.

25

Examine the impact of Bhakti and Sufi poetry on the development of regional
languages and literature.

26

How were the lives of forest dwellers transformed in the 16th and 17th centuries?

27

“The Mahabharata is an invaluable source available to historians to study social
practices and norms in early societies”, Justify the statement.

SECTIONC
LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS

28

Explain why many leaders demanded a strong center during the debates of the
Constituent Assembly? How were powers to legislature finally divided?

29

“The salt march of 1930 was the first event that brought Mahatma Gandhi to world
attention.” Explain significance of this movement for Swaraj.

OR
Examine the causes and contribution of Non-Cooperation Movement to India’s
freedom struggle. Why did Gandhiji couple Non-Cooperation Movement with
Khilafat Movement.

30

Describe and evaluate the functionality of the fortification of the Vijayanagara
empire in the 15th century.

OR
Give three pieces of archaeological evidence that supports the claim that patronage
of temples and cults was important for the rulers of the Vijayanagar empire.

SECTION D
SOURCE BASED QUESTION

4x3=12

31

Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that follow.
Inscriptions

Inscriptions are writings engraved on hard surfaces such as stone, metal, or pottery.
They usually record the achievements, activities, or ideas of those who
commissioned them and include the exploits of kings, or donations made by women
and men to religious institutions. Inscriptions are virtually permanent records, some
of which carry dates. Others are dated on the basis of palaeography or styles of
writing, with a fair amount of precision.

For instance, in c. 250 BCE the letter “a” was written like this: By c. 500 CE, it was

1+1+2
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written like this: The earliest inscriptions were in Prakrit, a name for languages used
by ordinary people. Names of rulers such as Ajatasattu and Asoka, known from
Prakrit texts and inscriptions, have been spelt in their Prakrit forms in this chapter.
You will also find terms in languages such as Pali, Tamil, and Sanskrit, which too
were used to write inscriptions and texts. It is possible that people spoke in other
languages as well, even though these were not used for writing.

31.1) What role does palaeography play in determining the age of inscriptions?

31.2) How do inscriptions contribute to our understanding of ancient societies
and cultures?

31.3) What insights can be gained from studying the languages used in
inscriptions across different regions and time periods?

32

Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that follow:

The Poor Peasant

An excerpt from Bernier's description of then peasantry in the countryside:
Of the vast tracts of country constituting the empire of Hindustan, many are little
more than sand, or barren mountains, badly cultivated, and thinly populated. Even a
considerable portion of the good land remains untilled for want of labourers, many
of whom perish in consequence of the bad treatment they experience from
Governors. The poor people, when they become incapable of discharging the
demands of their rapacious lords, are not only often deprived of the means of
subsistence, but are also made to lose their children, who are carried away as slaves.
Thus, it happens that the peasantry, driven to despair by so excessive a tyranny,
abandon the country. In this instance, Bernier was participating in contemporary
debates in Europe concerning the nature of state and society, and intended that his
description of Mughal India would serve as a warning to those who did not recognise
the "merits" of private property.

32.1) Explain the reasons given by Bernier for the exploitation of peasants.

32.2) According to BERNIER what were the evil-effects of the crown ownership
of land?

32.3) How did his observations influence the thinkers in Europe?

1+2+1

33

Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that follow:
From the Fifth Report

Referring to the condition of zamindars and the auction of lands, the Fifth Report
stated; The revenue was not realised with punctuality and lands to a considerable
extent were periodically exposed tosale by auction. In the native year 1203,
corresponding with 1796-97, the land advertised for sale comprehended a jumma or
assessment of sicca rupees 28,70,061, the extent of land actually sold bore a jumma
or assessment of 14,18,756 and the amount of purchase money sicca rupees
17,90,416. In 1204, corresponding with 1797-98, the land advertised was for sicca
rupees 26,66,191, the quantity sold was for sicca rupees 22,74,076, and the purchase

1+1+2
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money sicca rupees 21,47,580. Among the defaulters were some of the oldest
families of the country. Such were the rajahs of Nuddea, Rajeshaye, Bishenpore (all
districts of Bengal), ... and others, the dismemberment of whose estates at the end
of each succeeding year, threatened them with poverty and ruin, and in some
instances presenteddifficulties to the revenue officers, in their efforts to preserve
undiminished the amount of public assessment.

33.1) What was the Fifth Report about?
33.2)  What was the condition of the zamindar according to the report?
33.3)  Write any two points of criticism regarding this report.

SECTION E 1x5=5
MAP BASED QUESTION
34 | 34.1) On the given political map of India, locate and label the following with 3+2

appropriate symbols:

i.  Sanchi-A major Buddhist site
OR
Dholavira-An Indus Valley site

ii.  Agra-Territory Under the Control of Mughals
OR
Vijayanagar

iii.  Calcutta-a main center of Revolt of 1857
OR
Jhansi-a main center of Revolt of 1857

34.2) On the same outline map, two places have been marked as ‘A and B, which
were the centers of the National Movement. Identify them and write their correct
names on the lines drawn near them.
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