CLASS XII
POST MID TERM EXAMINATION 2024-25

POLITICAL SCIENCE (028)
SET— A 1 A2 SOLUTIONS

Q 1 When was Article 370 related to Jammu and Kashmir abolished?
a 26 January 2019

b 9 August 2019

¢ 5 August 2019

d 19 August 2019

Q 2 Which one of the following was not a major objective of Jawaharlal Nehru’s foreign
policy?

(A) To preserve the hard-earned sovereignty of India.

(B) To protect the territorial integrity of India.

(C) To make India a nuclear power.

(D) To promote rapid economic development.

Q 3 Who was the founder of Bhartiya Jana Sangh?
(a) Mahatma Gandhi

(b) Indira Gandhi

(c) Shayama Prasad Mukherjee

(d) Sukumar Sen

Q 4 For this question, two statements are given - one labelled as Assertion (A) and the other
labelled as Reason (R). Read these statements carefully and choose the correct option as the
answer from the options (A), (B), (C) and (D) given below.

Assertion (A): Instead of one tribal state, several states got carved out of Assam.

Reason (R): Leaders of the major tribal communities wanted to separate from Assam.

A Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and Reason (R) is the correct explanation
of the Assertion (A).

B Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but Reason (R) is not the correct explanation
of the Assertion (A).

C Assertion (A) is true, but Reason (R) is false.

D Assertion (A) is false, but Reason (R) is true

Q 5 Match the List-I with List-II and choose the correct option as answer:

List-1 List-1I
The Energy Conservation Act India 1975

The Electricity Act India 1992

Earth Summit 2001

World Council of Indigenous Peoples 2003

Options:

A 1-(iv), 2-(i), 3-(iii), 4-(ii)
B 1-(iii), 2-(iv), 3-(ii), 4-(i)
C 1-(ii), 2-(iii), 3-(i), 4-(iv)
D 1-(i), 2-(ii), 3-(iv), 4-(iii)



Q 6 Arrange the following Prime Ministers of India in the chronological order as per their
period of rule:

i)H.D. Deve Gowda

(i1) Chandra Shekhar

(iii) P.V. Narsimha Rao
(iv) V.P. Singh

Choose the correct option.
(A) (i), (i), (iv), (iii)

(B) (iii), (iv), (i), (i)

(C) (i), (i), (iii), (iv)

(D) (iv), (i), (iii), (i)

Q 7 The term "Congress System" refers to:

a) The Congress party's organizational structure

b) A system of governance based on Congress ideology

c) A system where Congress dominated the political scene as Congress acted as the
ruling party as well as the opposition

d) A system of rotating leadership within the Congress party

Q 8 Which of the following treaty was rejected by India as discriminatory as it prevented
only non-nuclear countries from acquiring nuclear weapons?

(1) Intermediate Range Nuclear Force Treaty

(2) Non-Proliferation Treaty

(3) Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty

(4) Strategic Offensive Reduction Treaty

Q 9 Who gave the strategy of ‘non-Congressism’?
(1) Ram Manohar Lohia

(2) C. Natarajan Annadurai

(3) K. Kamaraj

(4) Karpoori Thakur

Q 10 What does BAMCEF stand for?

(1) Backward and Muslim Communities Employees Federation

(2) Backward and Minority Communities Education Federation

(3) Backward and Minority Communities Employees Federation
(4) Backward and Majority Communities Employees Federation

Q 11 The ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) established in 1994, is the organization that carries
out the coordination of:

(1) Trade and Finance

(2) Friendship and Solidarity

(3) Security and Foreign Policy

(4) Investment and Labour

Q 12 Which of the following countries joined SAARC in the year 2007?
(1) Bhutan

(2) Nepal

(3) Afghanistan

(4) Bangladesh



13. State any four areas of cooperation between India and Russia.

Ans:1. More than 80 bilateral agreements have been signed between India and Russia as part
of the Indo-Russian Strategic Agreement of 2001. 2. India stands to benefit from its
relationship with Russia on issues like Kashmir, energy supplies, sharing information on
international terrorism, access to Central Asia, and balancing its relations with China. 3. The
Indian military gets most of its hardware from Russia. 4. Indian oil import from Russia. 5.
Russia is important for India’s nuclear energy plans and assisted India’s space industry by
giving, for example, the cryogenic rocket when India needed it.

14. Analyse any two new sources of threat using examples.

Ans:1. Terrorism refers to political violence that targets civilians deliberately and
indiscriminately. International terrorism involves the citizens or territory of more than one
country. Terrorist groups seek to change a political context or condition that they do not like
by force or threat of force. 2. Human Rights have come to be classified into three types. The
first type is political rights such as freedom of speech and assembly. The second type is
economic and social rights. The third type is the rights of colonised people or ethnic and
indigenous minorities. 3. Global Poverty is another source of insecurity. World population—
now at 760 crore— will grow to nearly 1000 crore by the middle of the 21st century.
Currently, half the world’s population growth occurs in just six countries—India, China,
Pakistan, Nigeria, Bangladesh and Indonesia. Globally, this disparity contributes to the gap
between the Northern and Southern countries of the world. Within the South, disparities have
also sharpened, as a few countries have managed to slow down population growth and raise
incomes while others have failed to do so. 4. Poverty in the South has also led to large-scale
migration to seek a better life, especially better economic opportunities, in the North. This
has created international political frictions. International law and norms make a distinction
between migrants (those who voluntarily leave their home countries) and refugees (those who
flee from war, natural disaster or political persecution). 5. Health Epidemics such as HIV-
AIDS, bird flu, and severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) have rapidly spread across
countries through migration, business, tourism and military operations. One country’s
success or failure in limiting the spread of these diseases affects infections in other countries.
(any two)

15. Name the two models of development before India on the eve of independence.
Ans. The two models of development before India on the eve of independence were: (i)
Liberal capitalist model as in much of Europe and the US. (ii) Socialist model as in the
USSR.

16. Describe any two adverse consequences of the Presidential election of 1969 on the
Congress Party.. Adverse consequences of the Presidential election of 1969 on the Congress
Party: (i) Formalization of split in Congress Party (ii) Congress President expelled the PM
from Congress Party but the PM-Indira Gandhi claimed her part of the party as the real
Congress. (iii) By November 1969 syndicate called as Congress (organisation) and Indira
Group called Congress(R) - Also described as Old and New Congress. (iv) The split was
projected as an ideological divide between Socialists and Conservatives (between pro-rich
and pro-poor)



17. Highlight any two consequences of emergency.

Ans:1. The government suspended the freedom of the Press. Newspapers were asked to get
prior approval for all material to be published. This is known as press censorship.
Apprehending social and communal disharmony, the government banned Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and Jamait-elslami. Protests and strikes and public agitations
were also disallowed. 2. The government made extensive use of preventive detention.
(elaborate) 3. There were many acts of dissent and resistance to the Emergency. Many
political workers who were not arrested in the first wave, went ‘underground’ and organised
protests against the government. Newspapers like the Indian Express and the Statesman
protested against censorship by leaving blank spaces where news items had been censored.
Magazines like the Seminar and the Mainstream chose to close down rather than submit to
censorship. Many journalists were arrested for writing against the Emergency. 4. The
Parliament also brought in many new changes to the Constitution. In the background of the
ruling of the Allahabad High Court in the Indira Gandhi case, an amendment was made
declaring that elections of Prime Minister, President and Vice-President could not be
challenged in the Court. The forty-second amendment was also passed during the emergency.

Q 18 Evaluate any two factors that helped the Congress to continue to dominate the Indian
political scenario for almost three decades after independence.

The Congress was already well-organised party and by the time other parties could think of a
strategy, the Congress had already started its campaign.

Congress had an organisational network down to the local levels

19. "Shock Therapy brought ruin to the economies of the former republics of the Soviet
Union." Justify the statement with any Four arguments.

Ans. Shock Therapy brought ruin to the economies of the former republics of Soviet Union :
(i) It brought a shift from a state- controlled economy to a liberal capitalistic economy. A
large number of big state-controlled industries had to be sold to private entrepreneurs at
throw away prices. (ii) Old system of social welfare was destroyed and the people of middle
class had to suffer. This gave rise to a mafia that started to control many economic activities.
(i) Value of currency (Ruble) declined which ruined the economy and led to inflation.

20. “India has supported the restructuring of the United Nations on several grounds.” Support
the statement.

India has supported the restructuring of the UN on the following grounds- (i) The UN
security council membership has become static whereas the members of United Nations has
grown. (ii) UN Security Council depends only on the five permanent members- which is
discriminatory. (iii) There is unequitable representation in geographical terms

OR

Explain the main components of the Indian security strategy

The security strategy of India has 4 wide components that have been used from time to time
in different combinations. These components are: strengthening military capabilities,
strengthening international norms and institutions, meeting security challenges within the
country, and developing the economy.

21. Explain ‘Global Commons’ with the help of any four examples. Why is it difficult to
manage them?

Global Commons are those resources which are not owned by any one country but are shared
by many. There are some regions of the world which are located outside the sovereign



jurisdiction of any state, and therefore require a common governance by the international
community. * They include the Earth’s atmosphere, Antarctica, the ocean floor and Outer
space. It is difficult to manage the global common because: (i)Discovery of the Ozone hole
brought with it the global environmental problems which have not been solved till today.
(if)Management of space is influenced by North-South inequalities. (iii)Earth’s atmosphere
and the ocean floor cannot be protected without technology and industrial development
globally.

21°Pakistan has failed to present a stable democratic government in the past.” Give references
of this instability along with the reasons for it. Several factors have contributed to Pakistan’s
failure in building a stable democracy. The social dominance of the military, clergy, and
landowning aristocracy has led to the frequent overthrow of elected governments and the
establishment of military government. I1. Pakistan’s conflict with India has made the
promilitary groups more powerful. These groups have often said that political parties and
democracy in Pakistan are flawed; thatPakistan’s security would be harmed by selfish-
minded parties and chaotic democracy, and that the army’s stay in power is, therefore,
justified. III. While democracy has not been fully successful in Pakistan, there has been a
strong prodemocracy sentiment in the country. Pakistan has a courageous and relatively free
press and a strong human rights movement. I'V. The lack of genuine international support for
democratic rule in Pakistan has further encouraged the military to continue its dominance. V.
The United States and other Western countries have encouraged the military’s authoritarian
rule in the past, for their own reasons. VI. Given their fear of the threat of what they call
‘global Islamic terrorism’ and the apprehension that Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal might fall into
the hands of these terrorist groups, the military regime in Pakistan has been seen as the
protector of Western interests in West Asia and South Asia

23. ‘Numerous key lessons can be drawn by adopting principles like accommodation and
national integration.” Suggest four major such lessons using examples. Ans: 1. First and the
most elementary lesson is that regional aspirations are very much a part of democratic
politics. Expression of regional issues is not an aberration or an abnormal phenomenon. Even
in smaller countries like the United Kingdom there are regional aspirations in Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland. Spain faces secessionist movement from the Basques and so
does Sri Lanka from the Tamils. A large and diverse democracy like India must deal with
regional aspirations on a regular basis. Nation building is an ongoing process. 2. The second
lesson is that the best way to respond to regional aspirations is through democratic
negotiations rather than through suppression. Look at the situation in the eighties — militancy
had erupted in Punjab; problems were persisting in the north-east; students in Assam were
agitating; Kashmir valley was on the boil. Instead of treating these as simple law and order
problems, the Government of India reached negotiated settlement with regional movements.
This produced a reconciliation which reduced the tensions existing in many regions. The
example of Mizoram shows how political settlement can resolve the problem of separatism
effectively. 3. The third lesson is about the significance of power sharing. It is not sufficient
to have a formal democratic structure. Besides that, groups and parties from the region need
to be given share in power at the State level. Similarly, it is not sufficient to say that the states
or the regions have autonomy in their matters. The regions together form the nation. So, the
regions must have a share in deciding the destiny of the nation. If regions are not given a
share in the national level decision making, the feeling of injustice and alienation can spread.
4. The fourth lesson is that regional imbalance in economic development contributes to the
feeling of regional discrimination. Regional imbalance is a fact of India’s development



experience. Naturally, the backward states or backward regions in some states feel that their
backwardness should be addressed on priority basis and that the policies of the Indian
government have caused this imbalance. If some states remain poor and others develop
rapidly, it leads to regional imbalances and inter-regional migrations.

OR

Analyze any three reasons for the movement against outsiders in Assam from 1979 to 1985.
Reasons for the movement against outsiders: (i) The Assamese suspected that huge numbers
of Bengali Muslims were affecting their culture. (ii)They also suspected the outsiders as
encroachers on resources like land, employment and political power. (iii)The outsiders were
being favoured by some politicians to get their votes to win election. Or any other relevant
point

24 1 Border disputes between India and China erupted in 1960. Pandit Nehru was having
talks with his counterpart in China which proved futile

a) Mao Zedong

b) Xi Jinping

¢) Zhou Enlai

d) Dalai Lama

2 Name the place in Indian territory which was occupied by China in the year1962?
a) Chagai hills

b) Aksai Chin

c) Balochistan

d) Nagaland

3 Which of the following statements related to Indo-China War (1962) is correct?

a) China could not cross the Line of Control

b) The Soviet Union remained neutral during the conflict

c) The Soviets helped China against India

d) The Chinese forces did not withdraw their troops back to their earlier position

4 On what ground did India grant political asylum to Dalai Lama and thousands ofTibetan
refugees? Choose the correct statement-

a) Dalai Lama was a known Tibetan leader

b) India granted political asylum on humanitarian grounds

c) Dalai Lama had a political influence over India

d) People of India supported Dalai Lama

25 (1) Which coalition government decided to implement the recommendations of the
Mandal Commission and why?

(2) Name the first Non-Congress Prime Minister of India.

(3) Name the Prime Minister who headed a coalition government from May 1996 to June
1996.

1 National Front Government headed by V.P Singh eIt decided to implement the
recommendation of the Mandal Commission to shape the politics of OBCs.

2 Morarji Desai

3 H.D. Deve Gowda

26 1 The State where the Congress party did not secure majority in 1967 elections. PUNJAB
(i1) The state where for the first time in the world, a Communist party government came to
power through democratic elections. KERELA

(iii) Name the state to which the former Chief Minister Karpoori Thakur belonged. BIHAR
(iv) A State where the Congress party could not win even a single seat in the Lok Sabha



elections in 1977.MADHYA PRADESH

27 Explain any Six reasons for resistance to globalization

Reasons for resistance to globalization: (i) Critics from the Left political argue that
contemporary globalization represents a particular phase of global capitalism and makes the
rich richer and the poor poorer. (ii) Weakening of the state leads to a reduction in the capacity
of the state to protect the interest of its poor. (iii) Critics from the political right express
anxiety over the political, economic and culture effects. In political terms, they also fear the
weakening of the state. Economically they want a return to self -reliance and protectionism,
at least in certain areas of the economy. Culturally, they are worried that traditional culture
will be harmed. (iv) Imperialism and unfair trading practices by economically powerful
states. Entry of MNCs has put challenges before the local entrepreneurs. (vi) It affects the
local culture of the people also. (vii) The patenting of certain plants like Neem has also
generated criticism

OR

Critically analyse the economic consequences of globalization on world economy. The
Mention of economic consequences draws our attention on major international economic
institutions like World Bank and International Monetary Fund. A much broader way of
understanding of economic globalisation requires us to look at the distribution of economic
gains, i.e. who gets the most from globalisation and who gets less, indeed who loses from it.
2. Economic globalisation can also be associated with flows. This flow or exchange can take
various forms: commodities, capital, people and ideas. Globalisation has involved greater
trade in commodities across the globe; the restrictions imposed by different countries on
allowing the imports of other countries have been reduced. Similarly, the restrictions on
movement of capital across countries have also been reduced. It means that investors in the
rich countries can invest their money in countries other than their own, including developing
countries. Globalisation has also led to the flow of ideas across national boundaries. The
spread of internet and computer related services is an example of that. But globalisation has
not led to the same degree of increase in the movement of people across the globe. Developed
countries have carefully guarded their borders with visa policies to ensure that citizens of
other countries cannot take away the jobs of their own citizens. 3. Economic globalisation has
created an intense division of opinion all over the world. Those who are concerned about
social justice. They point out that it is likely to benefit only a small section of the population
while impoverishing those who were dependent on the government for jobs and welfare
(education, health, sanitation, etc.). 4. They have emphasised the need to ensure institutional
safeguards or creating ‘social safety nets’ to minimise the negative effects of globalisation on
those who are economically weak. Many movements all over the world feel that safety nets
are insufficient or unworkable. They have called for a halt to forced economic globalisation,
for its results would lead to economic ruin for the weaker countries. Some economists have
described economic globalisation as recolonisation of the world. 5. Advocates of economic
globalisation argue that it generates greater economic growth and well being for larger
sections of the population when there is de-regulation. Greater trade among countries allows
each economy to do what it does best. This would benefit the whole world. They also argue
that economic globalisation is inevitable and it is not wise to resist the march of history. 6.
More moderate supporters of globalisation say that globalisation provides a challenge that
can be responded to intelligently without accepting it uncritically. What, however, cannot be
denied is the increased momentum towards inter - dependence and integration between
governments, businesses, and ordinary people in different parts of the world as a result of
globalisation



28. “China followed its own path in introducing a market economy”. Justify this statement
with four suitable arguments? 1. China ended its political and economic isolation with the
establishments of relations with the United States in 1972. 1. Four modernizations
(agriculture, industry, science and technology and military) were proposed by Premier Zhou
Enlai in 1973. II1. Den Xiaoping declared the ‘Open Door Policy’ and rapid economic
reforms in China. It was meant to generate higher productivity by investments of capital and
technology from other countries. IV. The privatization of agriculture in 1982 was followed by
the privatization of industry in 1998. V. The trade barriers were eliminated only in Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) where foreign investors could set up enterprises.

OR

Explain the factors that have made the European Union an attractive proposition and a
potential alternative to the US. (i) EU is the world’s biggest economy. (ii) Its share of World
trade is three times larger than that of USA (ii1) It also functions as an important block in
WTO The EU’s combined Armed Forces are the second largest in the world. It acts as a
nation state. It has its own flag, anthem, founding date and currency. France holds permanent
seats in the UN Security Council

Q 29 Who played a historic role in negotiating with the rulers of the princely states firmly but
diplomatically and bringing most of them into the Indian Union? Explain this leader’s
contribution and role. The first deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister of India, Sardar
Vallabh bhai Patel, emerged as a major leader of the freedom movement after the Kheda
Satyagraha (1918) and the Bardoli Satyagraha (1928). At the time of independence, the
problem of integration of princely states was a big challenge for the national unity and
integrity of India. Under such difficult times, Sardar Patel undertook the daunting tasks of
uniting all 565 princely states of India. Known as an ‘Iron Man’ of India, Patel's approach to
the question of the merger of princely states into independent India was very clear. He was
not in favour of any compromise with the territorial integrity of India. By his political
experience, diplomatic prowess and foresightedness, out of India's 565 princely states many
had already given their consent to merge with India even before achieving the independence.
Sardar Patel faced key challenges of integration from three states, viz., Hyderabad, Junagarh
and Kashmir. It was under his leadership that Indian forces compelled Hyderabad and
Junagarh to merge with India. Keeping well versed with Pakistan’s intentions from Jinnah’s
divisive ‘Two Nation Theory’, Sardar Patel's opinion on Kashmir was different from other
leaders. Like Hyderabad, he also wanted Kashmir’s integration with India through military
operations. But due to political decisions of some prominent leaders, Sardar could not
succeed in integrating Kashmir fully with India which later turned into a major historical
blunder for the country. However, Sardar will always remain as an astounding leader who
combined in himself the features of a true ‘Nationalist’, ‘Catalyst’ and ‘Realist’ — popularly
characterized as NCR in Indian political history.

OR

Describe the problems that came in the way of integrating the princely states into the Indian
Union.

The option given by the British government to join India/Pakistan or remain independent
created confusion. (ii) This decision was left not to the people but to the princely rulers of
these States. This was a very serious problem and could threaten the very existence of United
India. (iii) Refusal of some Princely states to join India lead to Conflicts. First of all, the ruler
of Travancore came announced that the state had decided on Independence. (iv) The issue of
Jammu and Kashmir and Hyderabad compelled the government of India to intervene at the
cost of the loss of men and property. (v) In most of these princely States, governments were



run in a non- democratic manner and the rulers were unwillingly to give democratic rights to
their populations. or any other relevant point

Q 30 Describe any four major political developments that took place in India from 1989 to
1999.

Four major political developments that took place in India from 1989 to 1999 are:- I. Defeat
of the Congress party in the Lok Sabha elections held in 1989. II. Rise of the ‘Mandal issue’
in national politics. 1. New economic reforms or the structural adjustment programme V.
Rise of the BJP and the politics of ‘Hindutva’. V. Assassination of Rajiv Gandhi in May
1991. (Any Four with explanation)

OR “In the midst of severe competition and many conflicts in 1989, consensus appeared to
have emerged among most parties.” Explain. Elements of growing consensus 1 Agreement on
new economic policies: Most parties were in support of the new economic policies and
believed that these policies would lead the country to prosperity and a status of economic
power in the world. 2 Acceptance of the political and social claims of the backward castes:
Political parties had recognized that the social and political claims of the Backward Castes
need to be accepted and support reservation of seats for OBC in education and employment. 3
Acceptance of the role of State level parties in governance of the country: State level parties
were sharing power at the national level and had played a central role in the country’s politics
4 Emphasis on pragmatic considerations rather than ideological positions and political
alliances without ideological agreement as most parties of the NDA did not agree with the
‘Hindutava’ ideology of the BJP. Yet, they came together to form a government and remained
in power for a full term.



