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CLASS XII 

POST MID TERM EXAMINATION [2024-25] 

GEOGRAPHY (029) 

SET-A 

MARKING KEY 

TIME ALLOWED: 3HRS                                                                 MAXIMUM MARKS:70  

General Instructions:  

Read the following instructions carefully and follow them: 

(i) This questions paper contains 30 questions. All questions are 

compulsory. 

(ii) Question paper is divided into five sections-Sections A, B, C, D 

and E. 

(iii)  Section A Questions no. 1 to 17 are Multiple Choice type questions. 
Each question carries 1 mark. 

(iv) Section B Questions no. 18 and 19 are Source-based questions. 
Each question carries 3 marks. 

(v) Section C Questions no. 20 to 23 are Short Answer type questions. 
Each question carries 3 marks. Answer to these questions shall 
be written in 80 to 100 words. 

(vi) Section D  Questions no. 24 to 28 are Long Answer type questions. 
Each question carries 5 marks. Answer to these questions shall be 
written in 120 to 150 words. 

(vii) Section E  Questions no. 29 and 30 are Map-based questions. Each 
question carries 5 marks. 

(viii) There is no overall choice given in the question paper. However, an 

internal choice has been provided in a few questions in all sections 

other than Section A. 

 

 

SECTION A 

Questions no. 1 to 17 are Multiple Choice Type Questions.                      (17X 1=17) 

1.Which one of the following language groups is the smallest in India? 

(A)  Sanskrit, Bodo, and Manipuri 

2.Which one of the following is able to purchase merchandise more economically, by 

contacting the manufacturers to produce the goods according to their specification? 

(D) Chain Stores 
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3.Synthetic fibre and plastic manufacturing is an example of which one of the following? 

(B) Chemical-based industry 

4.Which one of the following pairs is matched correctly?  

   (Target Area Planning)                                                   (Area)   

 (C) Indira Gandhi Canal Command Area                             Ganganagar, Hanumangarh  

5. Read the following objectives regarding National Policy for Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (2015) carefully and choose the most appropriate option:  

I. To improve the literacy rate of different age groups in India.  

II. To provide umbrella framework to all skilling activities.  

III. To align all skilling activities to common standards.  

IV. To link skilling activities with demand centres.  

Options:  

(B) Only II, III and IV are correct.  

6. What is the other name of Rainfed type of farming?  

(C) Barani                                                                          

7. Which one of the following is not the objective of Namami Gange Programme?  

(D) To divert the flow of the river from the cities 

8.Choose the correct option regarding the stretch of National Waterways No. 1: 

(A) Allahabad/Prayagraj   Haldia 

9.Study the following statements carefully and choose the correct option: 

Statement I: In India, after independence, some old towns around metropolitan cities 

developed as satellite towns. 

Statement II: Delhi is a good example of such metropolitan cities.  

Options: 

(C) Both statements I and II are correct and statement II is the correct example of statement I. 

10.Which one of the following is a reason for the emergence of clustered settlements in 

Rajasthan? Choose the most appropriate option. 

(C) For maximum utilization of available water resources. 

11.Which one of the following is the biggest government undertaking in the country? 

(A) Indian Railways 

12.Choose the correct option regarding mining towns of India: 

(B) Ankaleshwar, Singrauli and Digboi 
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13.Read the given statement carefully and answer the question that follows: 

“Most of the industrial wastes are disposed off in running water or lakes. Consequently, 

poisonous elements reach the reservoirs, rivers, and other water bodies, which destroy the 

bio-system of these waters.” 

Which among the following group of industries are the major source of water pollution? 

Choose the most appropriate option. 

(A) Leather, pulp, and paper 

14.Which of the following organisations sets the rules for the global trading among its 

member nations? Choose the most appropriate option. 

(B) World Trade Organisation 

Read the case study given below and answer Q. No. 15 to 17. 

Stages of Demographic Transition Theory 

The first stage of demographic transition theory has high fertility and high mortality because 

people reproduce more to compensate for the deaths due to epidemics and variable food 

supply. --------------------------. This shows that human beings are extremely flexible and are 

able to adjust their fertility. In the present day, different countries are at different stages of 

demographic transition. 

15.Which among the following stage/stages has/have high growth of population. 

(B) Only the second stage 

16. Choose the  most appropriate option from  the following regarding components of 

population change: 

(A) Births, deaths, and migration     

17.Which of the following stage/stages has/have a slow growth of population? 

(A) Only the first stage                                              

SECTION B 

Questions number 18 and 19 are Source-based Questions.                       (2x 3=6) 

18. Read the given passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:               3x 1=3 

Winters in the town of Trondheim mean fierce winds and heavy snow. The skies are dark for 

months. Kari drives to work in the dark at 8 a.m. She has special tires for the winter and 

keeps the headlights of her powerful car switched on. Her office is artificially heated at a 

comfortable 23 degrees Celsius. The campus of the university she works in is built under a 

huge glass dome. This dome keeps the snow out in winter and lets in the sunshine in the 

summer. The temperature is controlled carefully and there is adequate lighting. 

18.1 Name the type of human nature relationship described in the passage.    1 

Ans-Humanisation of nature 
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18.2 Explain how technology helps in living in harsh climate of Trondheim.                   1 

Ans-She has special tires for the winter and keeps the headlights of her powerful car switched 

on. Her office is artificially heated at a comfortable 23 degrees Celsius. The campus of the 

university she works in is built under a huge glass dome. This dome keeps the snow out in 

winter and lets in the sunshine in the summer. The temperature is controlled carefully and 

there is adequate lighting 

18.3 Write any two features of environmental determinism.                                             1 

Ans-Low technological development; Human social development is primitive; presence of 

naturalized humans-who listened to nature 

19. Observe the given map and answer the following questions: -                             3x1=3 

 

19.1. Name the railway line and the country where it lies?                                             1 

Ans-Trans-Siberian Railways-Russia 

19.2. Name the terminal stations of this railway line.                                                      1 

Ans-St Petersburg to Vladivostok 

19.3. Why this is the most important roue in Asia?                                                          1 

Ans-Helped in opening up its Asian region to West European markets 

SECTION C 

Questions number 20 to 23 are Short Answer Type Questions.                 4x3=12 

20.(a) Explain the criticisms faced by the World Trade Organization.                            3 

• It is argued that free trade does not make ordinary people’s lives more prosperous. It 

is widening the gulf between rich and poor by making rich countries richer. This is 

because the influential nations in the WTO focus on their own commercial interests. 

• Moreover, many developed countries have not fully opened their markets to products 

• from developing countries. 

• It is also argued that issues of health, worker’s rights, child labour and environment 

• are ignored. 

OR 

(b)What is ‘Balance of Trade’? Explain the characteristics of Balance of Trade.                 3 

Balance of Trade Balance of trade records the volume of goods and services imported 

as well as exported by a country to other countries. If the value of imports is more than the 

value of a country’s exports, the country has negative or unfavorable balance of trade. 
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If the value of exports is more than the value of imports, then the country has a 

positive or favourable balance of trade. Balance of trade and balance of payments have 

serious implications for a country’s economy. A negative balance would mean that the 

country spends more on buying goods than it can earn by selling its goods. This would 

ultimately lead to exhaustion of its financial reserves 

 

21.Explain any three characteristics of Phase II of growth of population in India.     3 

Phase II: 1921-1951  

• the period of steady population growth. 

• Mortality rates came down. Due to overall improvement in health and sanitation.At 

the same time better transport and communication system improved distribution 

system.  

• The crude birth rate remained high in this period leading to higher growth rate than 

the previous phase.  

• This is impressive at the backdrop of Great Economic Depression, 1920s and World 

War II 

22. Explain any three problems of slums in India.                                                                 3 

Ans- Slums are residential areas of the least choice, dilapidated houses, poor hygienic 

conditions, poor ventilation, lack of basic amenities, like drinking water, light, and toilet 

facilities, etc. Open defecation, unregulated drainage system and overcrowded narrow street 

patterns are serious health and socioenvironmental hazards. Most of the slum population 

works in low-paid, high risk-prone, unorganised sectors of the urban economy. They are the 

undernourished, prone to different types of diseases and illness. 

23. Discuss the features of minerals.                                                                                      3 

• Minerals are unevenly distributed over space.  

• There is inverse relationship in quality and quantity of minerals i.e. good quality 

minerals are less in quantity as compared to low quality minerals.  

• All minerals are exhaustible over time. These take long to develop geologically and 

they cannot be replenished immediately at the time of need. Thus, they must be 

conserved and not misused as they do not have the second crop. 

 

SECTION D 

Questions number 24 to 28 are Long Answer Type Questions.                       5 x 5=25 

24. How is the ‘Human Development Index’ measured? Explain key areas of human 

development.                                                                                                                      2+3 

Ans- Ranks the countries based on their performance in the key areas of 

● Health: to assess health is the life expectancy at birth. A higher life 

expectancy means that people have a greater chance of living longer and 

healthier lives. 

● Education: The adult literacy rate and the gross enrolment ratio represent 

access to knowledge. The number of adults who are able to read and write 
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and the number of children enrolled in schools show how easy or difficult 

it is to access knowledge in a particular country. 

● Access to resources: is measured in terms of purchasing power (in U.S. 

dollars). 

These rankings are based on a score between 0 to 1 that a country earns from its 

record in the key areas of human development. Each of these dimensions is 

given a weightage of 1/3. The human development index is a sum total of the 

weights assigned to all these dimensions. The closer a score is to one, the 

greater is the level of human development. Therefore, a score of 0.983 would be 

considered very high while 0.268 would mean a very low level of human 

development. 

 

25.Analyze the main features of Plantation Agriculture in the world.                                  5 

• Plantation agriculture as mentioned above was introduced by the Europeans in 

colonies situated in the tropics. 

• The important plantation crops are tea, coffee, cocoa, rubber, cotton, oil palm, 

sugarcane, bananas and pineapples. 

• It is done on large estates or plantations, 

• It needs large capital investment, managerial and technical support, 

• Scientific methods of cultivation are used. 

• It involves single crop specialisation cheap labour, and a good system of 

transportation which links the estates to the factories and markets for the export of the 

products. 

OR 

Analyze the main features of extensive commercial grain cultivation in the world. 

• Commercial grain cultivation is practised in the interior parts of semi-arid lands of the 

mid latitudes. 

• Wheat is the principal crop, though other crops like corn, barley, oats and rye are also 

grown. 

• The size of the farm is very large, 

• Entire operations of cultivation from ploughing to harvesting are mechanised 

• There is low yield per acre but high yield per person. 

• This type of agriculture is best developed in Eurasian steppes, the Canadian and 

American Prairies, the Pampas of Argentina, the Velds of South Africa, the Australian 

Downs and the Canterbury Plains of New Zealand. 
 

26.What are changes in nature of the international trade in India? What are the reasons for 

these changes?                                                                                                                        3x2 

India’s international trade has undergone a sea change in recent years in terms of volume, 

composition as well as direction. n 1950-51, India’s external trade was worth Rs.1,214 crore, 

which rose to Rs. 77,19,796 crores in 2020-21. Can you calculate the percentage growth in 

2020-21 over 1950-51? There are numerous reasons for this sharp rise in overseas trade, such 

as the momentum picked up by the manufacturing sectors, the liberal policies of the 

government and the diversification of markets. The nature of India’s foreign trade has 

changed over the years. Though there has been an increase in the total volume of import and 

export, the value of import continued to be higher than that of exports. 

OR 

 

 



7 
 

Explain any five steps taken by the government of India to promote international trade? 

 

India aims to double its share in the international trade within the next five years. It has 

already started adopting suitable measures such as  

• import liberalisation,  

• reduction in import duties,  

• delicensing and  

• change from process to product patents 

(Each measure to be explain in detail) 

 

27. What is medical tourism? Explain the scope of medical services for overseas patients  

in India?                                                                                                                                  5 

When medical treatment is combined with international tourism activity, it lends 

itself to what is commonly known as medical tourism. 

• About 55,000 patients from U.S.A. visited India in 2005 for treatment India has 

emerged as the leading country of medical tourism in the world. 

•  World class hospitals located in metropolitan cities cater to patients all over the 

world. 

• Medical tourism brings abundant benefits to developing countries like India,Thailand, 

Singapore and Malaysia. 

•  Medical tourism, is the trend of outsourcing of medical tests and data interpretation. 

Hospitals in India, Switzerland and Australia have been performing certain medical 

services –ranging from reading radiology images, to interpreting Magnetic Resonance 

Images (MRIs) and ultrasound tests. 

• Outsourcing holds tremendous advantages for patients, if it is focused on improving 

quality or providing specialised care. 

OR 

What are quinary activities? Describe its features and importances. 

Quinary activities are services that focus on the creation, re-arrangement and 

interpretation of new and existing ideas; data interpretation and the use and evaluation 

of new technologies. 

 These are referred to as ‘gold collar’ professions. 

 They are special and highly paid skills of senior business executives, government 

officials, research scientists, financial and legal consultants, etc. 

 Their importance is significant in the structure of advanced economies. 

 

28. “Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability  

of future generations to meet their own needs.” In the light of above statement  

throws some light on sustainable development in world.                                                          5 

• Concerned with the growing opinion of world community on the environmental 

issues, the United Nations established a World Commission on Environment and 

Development (WCED) headed by the Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem 

Brundtland. 

• The Commission gave its report (also known as Brundtland Report) entitled ‘Our 

Common Future’ in 1987.  

• The report defines sustainable development as a “development that meets the needs 

of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 

their own needs.”  
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• Sustainable development takes care of ecological, social and economic aspects of 

development during the present times and pleads for conservation of resources to 

enable the future generations to use these resources. 

•  It considers the development of whole human kind which have common future 

 

OR 

Suggest the measures for the promotion of sustainable development in Indira  

Gandhi canal command area. 

• Strict implementation of water management policy. The canal project envisages 

protective irrigation in Stage-I and extensive irrigation of crops and pasture 

development in Stage-II.  

• The cropping pattern shall not include water intensive crops. People shall be 

encouraged to grow plantation crops such as citrus fruits.  

• The CAD programmes such as lining of water courses, land development and 

levelling and warabandi system (equal distribution of canal water in the command 

area of outlet) shall be effectively implemented to reduce the conveyance loss of 

water. 

• The areas affected by water logging and soil salinity shall be reclaimed.  

• The eco-development through afforestation, shelterbelt plantation and pasture 

development is necessary particularly in the fragile environment of Stage-II. 

• The social sustainability in the region can be achieved only if the land allottees having 

poor economic background are provided adequate financial and institutional support 

for cultivation of land. 

• The economic sustainability in the region cannot be attained only through 

development of agriculture and animal husbandry. The agricultural and allied 

activities must develop along with other sectors of economy.  

(Any five points) 

 

SECTION-E 

 

Question numbers 29 & 30 are Map based questions having 5 sub-parts each.     2X5=10 

 

29.On the given political outline map of the World, seven geographical features have been 

marked as A, B, C, D, E, F and G. Identify any five with the help of the following 

information and write their correct names on the lines drawn near them:                             5 

A. An area of Subsistence Gathering in South America-Amazon basin  

B. An area of extensive commercial grain farming in North America-Prairies 

C. A shipping canal between North America and South America. -Panama 

D. A major seaport on western coast of Australia-Perth 

E. Aa major seaport of Pakistan-Karachi 

F. A major airport Asia-Aden 

G. A major airport of South Africa-Johannesburg 
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30. On the given political map of India, locate and label any five of the following with appropriate 

symbols.                                                                                                                                                   5 

A. A leading producing state of Jute. -West Bengal 

B. An iron ore mine in Odisha- Mayurbhanj, 

C. A coalmine in Tamil Nadu-Neyveli 

D. An Oil Refinery in Gujarat- Jamnagar 

E. International airport in North-East. Guwahati 

F. State with lowest population density [2011]-Arunachal Pradesh 

G. A major seaport in Gujarat-Kandla                

                                             


