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CLASS XI 

ANNUAL EXAMINATION 2024-25 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 

SOLUTIONS SET A1 A2  

 

1 Identify the incorrect statements about the Proportional representation system. 

a) The country may be treated as one large constituency. 

b) More than one representative may be elected for one constituency 

c) A party may get more seats than votes in elections. 

d) Voter votes for party 

 

2 Name the amendment which has been passed through political consensus. 

a) 52 Amendment 

b) 62 Amendment 

c) 82 Amendment 

d) 74 Amendment 

 

3 While appointing the Prime Minister, the President selects 

a) Leader of the largest party in the Lok Sabha 

b) Leader of the largest party in the alliance which secures a majority in the Lok Sabha  

c) The leader of the largest party in the Rajya Sabha 

d) Leader of the alliance or party that has the support of the majority in Lok Sabha 

 

4 Who has the authority to promulgate ordinance when either of the two houses of Parliament 

is not in session 

a) President of India 

b) Prime Minister of India 

c) Speaker of Lok Sabha 

d) Chairman of Rajya Sabha 

 

5 “Politics envelops us like the coils of snake and there is no other way but to wrestle it”. 

these remarks were made by – 

a) BR Ambedkar 

b) Karl Marx 

c) Mahatama Gandhi 

d) Rousseau  

 

6 Under the term “Double Jeopardy” implied in clause 2 of Article 20 of the Constitution 

of India, a person 

a) Convicted by a court of law cannot be punished under departmental proceedings for the 

same offence 

b) Punished departmentally cannot be prosecuted in a court of law for the same 

c) Shall not be prosecuted and punished for the same offence more than once 

d) Cannot be subjected proceed 

 

7 Assertion (A): The freedoms under Article 19 of the Constitution of India are not 

absolute, but conditional. 
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Reason(R): (A) The State can “authoritatively and reasonably” limit or take away the 

freedoms under Article 19.  

a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A). 

b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 

c) (A) is true, but (R) is false.  

d) (A) is false, but (R) is true. 

 

 

8 Which of the following do you feel is compatible with the idea of secularism? 

(a) Recognition of a state religion. 

(b) Mandatory prayers in schools. 

(c) Allowing separate educational institutions for any minority community. 

(d) Appointment of temple management bodies by the government. 

 

9 Which of the following statements about the formation of the Constituent Assembly is / are 

correct? 

1. The members of the Constituent Assembly were chosen on the basis of the provincial 

elections of 1946. 

2. The Constituent Assembly did not include representatives of the Princely States. 

3. The discussions within the Constituent Assembly were not influenced by opinions 

expressed by the public. 

4. In order to create a sense of collective participation, submissions were solicited from the 

public. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 3 and 4 

(d) 1 and 4 

 

10 Which is regarded as one of the basic features of the theory of natural rights 

(a) Reasoning 

(b) Universality 

(c) Impartiality 

(d) Transparency 

 

11 What did Aung San Suu Kyi fear would hinder a dignified human life? 

a) Economic inequality 

b) Political corruption 

c) Living in fear 

d) Social discrimination 

 

12 The Constitution of India gives vast powers to the Court and ensures independence of the 

judiciary. Which of the following statement is incorrect with regard to independence of 

judiciary 

a. The judges cannot be easily removed from their office except for proven misbehaviour or 

incapacity 

b. Judges derive their salaries from the consolidated fund of India 

c. Judges are provided with security of tenure till they reach retirement age 

d. The conduct of judges can be discussed in the parliament or state legislature 

 

13 Mention any two major electoral reforms suggested by various committees to bring about 
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revolutionary changes in the electoral process and the voter behaviour in contemporary India. 

Money Power 

Muscle Power 

Criminalisation of Politics and Politicization of Criminals 

Non-serious independent candidates 

Casteism 

 

14 Even though, there is a broad agreement on the numerous benefits of having a free market 

economy, government intervention is essential in certain fields/ sectors.  Elucidate. 

Supporters of free markets maintain that as far as possible, individuals should be free to own 

property and enter into contracts and agreements with others regarding prices and wages and 

profits. They should be free to compete with each other to gain the greatest amount of benefit. 

This is a simple description of a free market. Supporters of the free market believe that if 

markets are left free of state interference the sum of market transactions would ensure overall 

a just distribution of benefits and duties in society. Those with merit and talent would be 

rewarded accordingly while the incompetent would get a lesser reward. They would maintain 

that whatever be the outcome of market distribution it would be just 

 

15 Why is it necessary for a country to have a clear demarcation of powers and 

responsibilities in the constitution? What would happen in the absence of such a 

demarcation? 

It is necessary for a country to have a clear demarcation of powers and responsibilities 

in the constitution because: 

• To ensure that no single institution acquires monopoly of power. 

• In case of transgressions, it may be checked by one of the institutions. 

• To specify who plays important role in decision-making powers. 

• It shows how government would be constituted. 

• It lays down some limits on the government and citizens both which are fundamental in 

nature which should not to be trespassed by government and citizens. 

• The Constitution shows how organs of government are interrelated along with a 

demarcation of powers of institutions like legislature, executive and judiciary as well as 

statutory bodies, Election Commission of India, etc. 

• The judiciary has been given a specific place to declare any law unconstitutional if not at 

par the provisions of Constitution. 

 

16 Every country may not have the same type of executive. The powers and functions of the 

President of the USA are very different from the powers of the President of India. Analyse how? 

President of the USA are very different from the powers of the President of India. Analyse how? 

In a parliamentary system, the prime minister is the head of government. Most parliamentary 

systems have a president or a monarch who is the nominal Head of state. In such a system, the 

role of president or monarch is primarily ceremonial and prime minister along with the cabinet 

wields effective power. Countries with such system include India, Germany, Italy, Japan, 

United Kingdom etc. In a presidential system, the president is the Head of state as well as head 

of government. In this system the office of president is very powerful, both in theory and 

practice. Countries with such a system include the United States, Brazil and most nations in 

Latin America. USA has a presidential system and executive powers are in the hands of the 

president. 

 

17“Some variations have been made inborn rather than innate’ Elucidate the statement by 

explaining natural and social inequality. 
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A distinction has sometimes been made in political theory between natural inequalities and 

socially-produced inequalities. Natural inequalities that emerge between people as a result of 

their different capabilities and talents and choices are often represented as natural Equality 

inequalities. These kinds of inequalities are different from socially produced inequalities which 

emerge as a consequence of inequalities of opportunity or the exploitation of some groups in a 

society by others. Natural inequalities are considered to be the result of the different 

characteristics and abilities with which people are born. It is generally assumed that natural 

differences cannot be altered. Social inequalities on the other hand are those created by society. 

Certain societies may, for instance, value those who perform intellectual work over those who 

do manual work and reward them differently. They may treat differently people of different 

race, or colour, or gender, or caste. Differences of this kind reflect the values of a society and 

some of these may certainly appear to us to be unjust. 

 

18 Define Nation. How is a nation different from other forms of collective belonging? 

A nation is to a great extent an ‘imagined’ community, held together by the collective beliefs, 

aspirations and imaginations of its members. A nation is not any casual collection of people. 

At the same time it is also different from other groups or communities found in human society. 

It is different from the family which is based on face-to-face relationships with each member 

having direct personal knowledge of the identity and character of others. It is also different 

from tribes and clans and other kinship groups in which ties of marriage and descent link 

members to each other so that even if we do not personally know all the members we can, if 

need be, trace the links that bind them to us 

 

19 To what extent, in your view, the Parliament is able to ensure accountability of the 

executive in India? 

Deliberation and discussion: During the law-making process, members of the legislature get 

an opportunity to deliberate on the policy direction of the executive and the ways in which 

policies are implemented. Apart from deliberating on bills, control may also be exercised 

during the general discussions in the House. The Question Hour, which is held every day 

during the sessions of Parliament, where Ministers have to respond to searching questions 

raised by the members; Zero Hour where members are free to raise any matter that they 

think is important (though the ministers are not bound to reply), half-an – hour discussion on 

matters of public importance, adjournment motion etc. are some instruments of exercising 

control. Approval and ratification of laws: Parliamentary control is also exercised through its 

power of ratification. A bill can become a law only with the approval of the Parliament. 

Financial resources to implement the programmes of the government are granted through the 

budget. Preparation and presentation of budget for the approval of the legislature is 

constitutional obligation of the government. This obligation allows the legislature to exercise 

control over the purse strings of the government. The legislature may refuse to grant 

resources to the government. This seldom happens because the government ordinarily enjoys 

support of the majority in the parliamentary system. Nevertheless, before granting money 

the Lok Sabha can discuss the reasons for which the government requires money. No 

Confidence Motion: The most powerful weapon that enables the Parliament to ensure 

executive accountability is the no-confidence motion. If the government has the support of 

its party or Coalition of parties that have a majority in the Lok Sabha, the power of the 

House to dismiss the government is fictional rather than real. Thus, the Parliament can 

effectively control the executive and ensure a more responsive government 

 

20 Migration of people to different regions within the country is often resisted by the local 

inhabitants. What are some of the contributions that the migrants could make to the local 

economy? 
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There is a large population of slum-dwellers and squatters in every city in India. Although 

they may do necessary and useful work, often at low wages, they are often viewed as 

unwelcome visitors by the rest of the town population. They may be blamed for straining the 

resources of the city or for spreading crime and disease. The conditions in slums are often 

shocking. Many people may be crammed into small rooms with no private toilets, running 

water, or sanitation. Life and property are insecure in a slum. However, slum dwellers make a 

significant contribution to the economy through their labour. They may be hawkers, petty 

traders, scavengers, or domestic workers, plumbers, or mechanics, among other professions. 

Small businesses such as cane weaving, or textile printing, or tailoring, may also develop in 

slums. The city probably spends relatively little on providing slum-dwellers with services 

such as sanitation or water supply 

 

21 ‘The Directive principles which are fundamental in the governance of the country cannot 

be isolated from the fundamental rights guaranteed. ‘Differentiate between Fundamental 

Rights and Directive Principles of state policy on any four grounds. 

FR                                                                                                        DPSP 

1 Basic right guaranteed                                             Guiding principles of governance for the  

 by the Constitution to all the citizens                                   State 

2 Political and civil in nature                                    Socio- economic in nature 

3 Enforceable under Art. 32,226                               Not enforceable 

4Welfare of every citizen is promoted                  Welfare of the entire community is fostered 

                                                                                                                                            

22 Article 22- Protection against arrest and detention ‘safeguards do not apply to: (i) a person 

from an enemy country, and (ii) to persons arrested or detained under preventive detention 

laws. Hence Article 22 safeguards will not apply in this case as the preventive detention laws 

allow for detaining persons on suspicion; who otherwise have not been found guilty of any 

crime but their release may be detrimental to society like, they may commit more crimes if 

released or affect adversely investigations by the State./ Fundamental rights can also be 

suspended while a national emergency has been proclaimed in the Country. 

OR 

The action of school authorities to suspend the students for a week on indiscipline grounds 

because they had refused to participate in the prayer is not justified. (The relevant 

Constitutional provision in this regard is Article 28). It states that no religious instruction shall 

be provided in any educational institution wholly maintained out of State funds. The State 

recognized or State aided educational institutions cannot force any student to take part in any 

religious instruction or to attend any religious worship conducted in such institutions unless 

he/she has given consent for the same. In the case of minors, the guardians should have given 

consent for the same. 

 

23 How has the idea of right to national self-determination resulted in both formation of and 

challenges to the nation-states? 

Right of self-determination implies that every nation in the world should enjoy a right to 

determine its destiny in all walks of life without any undue interference from any other state. 

Every national should be given a right to determine his own affairs in the way he likes. The 

right of self-determination implies that each state exercise the following rights:  The basic 

right implies that each state has a right to exist independently without interference from other 

states and sovereignty of the state would be respected by all. Every state exercises the right to 

develop its own political, social, economic spheres as well as its own art, culture and 
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literature and should have a right to adopt any language as the medium of expression. Each 

state exercises the right to preserve what it considers worth-preserving. Each tradition has 

some historical background and represents the soul of the nation. To enjoy these rights, we 

may conclude the following reasons: These rights are essential for the coexistence of a 

democracy in action. This right promotes national unity among the various states which 

belong to different races, castes, religion and cultures. This right guarantees that minorities 

should not be absorbed in the majority whereas they should also be given the right to 

determine their culture and civilisation along with majority communities. This right provides 

more national security because the majority and minority both enjoy the right to determine 

their own affairs in the way they linked. But, the right of self-determination results in the 

following challenges: It may hinder the smooth functioning of administration in multi-

national states like India, USSR, because each section makes efforts to find out one’s own 

way. Sometimes, this right finds it difficult to frame a public opinion for the success of 

democracy because everyone would develop its own identity only. Sometimes, it brings 

inferior races at par the superior races, which hamper the growth of superior race also. The 

right of self-determination resulted: Disintegration of states, i.e. Russia, Austria, Hungary. 

Resulted the unification of states like Germany and Italy. Resulted the states like 

Czechoslovakia and Finland. Hence, it can be concluded that the right of self-determination 

can also be used for both purpose of national integration and disintegration. 

OR 

The interplay between negative and positive liberty is crucial for shaping a society that values 

both individual freedoms and collective growth. Justify the statement. 

Answer: Negative liberty’ seeks to define and defend an area in which the individual would 

be inviolable, in which he or she could ‘do, be or become’ whatever he or she wished to ‘do, 

be or become’. This is an area in which no external authority can interfere. It is a minimum 

area that is sacred and in which whatever the individual does, is not to be interfered with. The 

existence of the ‘minimum area of non-interference’ is the recognition that human nature and 

human dignity need an area where the person can act unobstructed by others. How big should 

this area be, or what should it contain, are matters of discussion, and will continue to be 

matters of debate since the bigger the area of non-interference the more the freedom. All we 

need to recognise is that the negative liberty tradition argues for an inviolable area of non- 

interference in which the individual can express himself or herself. Positive liberty 

discussions have a long tradition that can be traced to Rousseau, Hegel, Marx, Gandhi, 

Aurobindo, and also to those who draw their inspiration from these thinkers. It is concerned 

with looking at the conditions and nature of the relationship between the individual and 

society and of improving these conditions such that there are fewer constraints to the 

development of the individual personality. The individual to develop his or her capability 

must get the benefit of enabling positive conditions in material, political and social domains. 

That is, the person must not be constrained by poverty or unemployment; they must have 

adequate material resources to pursue their wants and needs. They must also have the 

opportunity to participate in the decision-making process so that the laws made reflect their 

choices, or at least take those preferences into account. Above all, to develop their mind and 

intellect, individuals must have access to education and other associated opportunities 

necessary to lead a reasonably good life. Positive liberty recognizes that one can be free only 

in society (not outside it) and hence tries to make that society such that it enables the 

development of the individual whereas negative liberty is only concerned with the inviolable 

area of non-interference 

 

24 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

1The fundamental object of Panchayati Raj system is to ensure which of the following 

a) Political accountability 
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b) Democratic decentralization 

c)Finance mobilization 

d)People’s participation in development 

 

2 Which officer has been given the responsibility of election of Panchayati Raj institutions? 

a) Chief Election Commissioner 

b) Prime Minister 

c) President 

d) Election Commissioner of State 

 

3 To what extent, in your opinion, has the decentralisation of power in India changed the 

governance landscape at the grassroots? 

Enhanced participation 

Empowerment of marginalized groups 

Responsive governance 

Strengthened accountability 

 

25 Study the Picture given below carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

1 A person of 62 years has been appointed to fill a public office whereas the retirement age is 

60 years. Which immediate remedy is available before the High Court? 

a. Writ of quo-warranto 

b. Writ of habeas Corpus 

c.Writ of mandamus 

d. Writ of prohibition 

 

2 In 1979, A Supreme Court bench headed by Justice P.N. Bhagwati declared the right to free 

legal aid and expeditious trial for the prisoners, who were stuck in a Bihar Jail, which 

ultimately led to their release. This became a landmark case as it established the role of 

being an activist for the Supreme Court, in the form of: 

a. Appellate Jurisdiction 

b. Advisory Jurisdiction 

c. Public Interest Litigation 

d. Original Jurisdiction 

 

3 Article 368 of the Constitution confers power to the Parliament to amend the Constitution. 

Article 13 (2) states that the state shall not make any law which takes away the Fundamental 

Rights. To overcome this restriction, the Parliament adopted the 24th amendment to the 

Constitution which altered articles 13 and 368 in such a way that allowed itself with unlimited 

powers of amendment, including the authority to amend fundamental rights. 

Identify the case which restricted this power in 1973 by establishing the doctrine of Basic 

structure 

a. Maneka Gandhi V. Union of India 

b. Three Judges cases 

c. Keshavananda Bharati V. State of Kerala 

d. Hussainara Khatoon V. State of Bihar 

 

4 When judiciary assumes the roles and functions of the legislature and executive, thus 

diluting the concept of separation of powers, it becomes  

a) Judicial overreach 

b) Judicial activism 

c) Judicial review 
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d) Judicial separation 

 
26 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

1 Which of the following statements best defines the concept of rights? 

a) Privileges granted by the state to its citizens. 

b) The power given to the government to enforce laws. 

c) Fundamental entitlements of individuals in a society. 

d) Economic benefits provided by the government to its citizens. 

 

2. Which of the following rights is considered an example of a negative right? 

a) Right to education. 

b) Right to freedom of speech. 

c) Right to food security. 

d) Right to healthcare. 

 

3 The right to education in India is a part of which fundamental right? 

a) Right to freedom of speech. 

b) Right to equality. 

c) Right to education. 

d) Right to life and personal liberty. 

 

4 Natural Rights are those which are given to us by: 

(a) Constitution 

(b) Parliament 

(c) God  

(d) King 

 

27 Enlist any four features of the Indian Constitution that give greater power to the central 

government than the State government. 

The very existence of a State including its territorial integrity is in the hands of Parliament. 

The Parliament is empowered to ‘form a new State by separation of territory from any State or 

by uniting two or more States…’. It can also alter the boundary of any State or even its name. 

The Constitution provides for some safeguards by way of securing the view of the concerned 

State legislature. 􀂓 The Constitution has certain very powerful emergency provisions, which 

can turn our federal polity into a highly centralized system once emergency is declared. 

During an emergency, power becomes lawfully centralized. Parliament also assumes the 

power to make laws on subjects within the jurisdiction of the States. 􀂓 Even during normal 

circumstances, the central government has very effective financial powers and responsibilities. 

In the first place, items generating revenue are under the control of the central government. 

Thus, the central government has many revenue sources and the States are mostly dependent 

on the grants and financial assistance from the centre. Secondly, India adopted planning as the 

instrument of rapid economic progress and development after independence. Planning led to 

considerable centralisation of economic decision making. Planning commission appointed by 

the union government is the coordinating machinery that controls and supervises the resources 

management of the States. Besides, the Union government uses its discretion to give grants 

and loans to States. This distribution of economic resources is considered lopsided and has led 

to charges of discrimination against States ruled by an opposition party. 􀂓 the Governor has 

certain powers to recommend dismissal of the State government and the dissolution of the 

Assembly. Besides, even in normal circumstances, the Governor has the power to reserve a 

bill passed by the State legislature, for the assent of the President. This gives the central 

government an opportunity to delay the State legislation and also to examine such bills and 
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veto them completely. 􀂓 There may be occasions when the situation may demand that the 

central government needs to legislate on matters from the State list. This is possible if the 

move is ratified by the Rajya Sabha. The Constitution clearly states that executive powers of 

the centre are superior to the executive powers of the States. Furthermore, the central 

government may choose to give instructions to the State government all-India services are 

common to the entire territory of India and officers chosen for these services serve in the 

administration of the States. Thus, an IAS officer who becomes the collector or an IPS officer 

who serves as the Commissioner of Police, are under the control of the central government. 

States cannot take disciplinary action nor can they remove these officers from service 

OR 

‘The Lok Sabha is not only a law-making body; it is a multi-functional institution.’ Describe 

any Six functions of Lok Sabha. 

Legislative function: The drafting of legislation is done by bureaucracy. But approval and 

enactment is done by parliament. Enactment means to make it into an act so that it can be 

implemented. bills are introduced by cabinet ministers or by members. They require support 

of majority for the bill to be passed and become an Act. Control of executive and 

accountability: all the ministers are accountable and answerable in parliament. It cannot 

ignore the questions asked in parliament and have to reply. Financial functions: government 

spends money and raises money through taxes. Legislature sees to it that taxes are introduced 

for the welfare of public. New taxes are to get approval from legislature. Legislature also give 

grants of resources to implement programmes of government. Grants means financial 

resources, in short, it means money. Spending of resources also requires parliamentary 

approval. Parliamentary approval is given when the bill is passed by simple majority that is 

by 277 members. Representation: parliament represent different views of different regions, 

religion, social, economic, groups of country. Debating function: parliament is the forum 

where members of parliament discuss and debate on the provisions of law. And to include or 

delete which provisions which is in the best interests of the country. 

 

Q 28 What is Political Theory? Discuss utility and significance of the study of Political 

Theory?    

Political theory deals with the ideas and principles that shape Constitutions, governments and 

social life in a systematic manner. It clarifies the meaning of concepts such as freedom, 

equality, justice, democracy, secularism and so on. It probes the significance of principles 

such as rule of law, separation of powers, judicial review, etc. This is done by examining the 

arguments advanced by different thinkers in defense of these concepts. While India is free and 

independent, questions regarding freedom and equality have not ceased to crop up. This is 

because issues concerning freedom, equality, democracy, arise in many aspects of social life 

and they are in progress in different sectors at different paces. For instance, although equality 

may exist in the political sphere in the form of equal rights, it may not exist to the same extent 

in the economic or social spheres. People may enjoy equal political rights but still be 

discriminated against socially because of their caste or poverty. Some people may have a 

privileged place in society while others are deprived even of basic necessities. Some are able 

to achieve whatever goals they set for themselves while many are unable even to go to 

schools so that they can have decent jobs in the future. For them, freedom is still a distant 

dream. Secondly, though freedom is guaranteed in our Constitution, we encounter new 

interpretations all the time the fundamental rights guaranteed by our Constitution are 

continually being reinterpreted in response to new circumstances. For instance, the right to 

life has been interpreted by the Courts to include the right to a livelihood. The right to 

information has been granted through a new law. Thirdly, as our world changes, we may 

discover new dimensions of freedom as well as new threats to freedom. For instance, global 

communications technology is making it easier for activists to network with one another 
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across the world for protecting tribal cultures or forests. But it also enables terrorists and 

criminals to network.    

Or  

‘Affirmative action policies draws as much strong criticism as strong support’. Analyse this 

statement in the context of how can Equality be promoted?   

Establishing Formal Equality, the first step towards bringing about equality is of course 

ending the formal system of inequality and privileges. Social, economic and political 

inequalities all over the world have been protected by customs and legal systems that 

prohibited some sections of society from enjoying certain kinds of opportunities and rewards. 

Poor people were not granted the right to vote in a large number of countries. Women were 

not allowed to take up many professions and activities. The caste system in India prevented 

people from the ‘lower’ castes from doing anything except manual labour. In many countries 

only people from some families could occupy high positions. Attainment of equality requires 

that all such restrictions or privileges should be brought to an end. Since many of these 

systems have the sanction of law, equality requires that the government and the law of the 

land should stop protecting these systems of inequality. This is what our Constitution does. 

The Constitution prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of 

birth. Our Constitution also abolishes the practice of untouchability. Most modern 

constitutions and democratic governments have formally accepted the principle of equality 

and incorporated it as identical treatment by law to all citizens without any regard to their 

caste, race, religion or gender. Equality Through Different Treatment However, as we noted 

earlier, formal equality or equality before the law is necessary but not sufficient to realise the 

principle of equality. Sometimes it is necessary to treat people differently in order to ensure 

that they can enjoy equal rights. Certain differences between people may have to be taken into 

account for this purpose. For instance, disabled people may justifiably demand special ramps 

in public spaces so that they get an equal chance to enter public buildings. Or women working 

in call centres at night may need special protection during the journey to and from the centre 

so that their equal right to work may be protected. These should not be seen as infringements 

of equality but as enhancement of equality. What kinds of differences hinder access to equal 

opportunities and what kinds of policies may be pursued to overcome those hindrances are 

questions that are being discussed in almost all societies today. Some countries have used 

policies of affirmative action to enhance equality of opportunity. In our country we have 

relied on the policy of reservations. In the next section, we will attempt to understand the idea 

of affirmative action and understand some of the issues raised by specific policies within that 

framework. Affirmative Action Affirmative action is based on the idea that it is not sufficient 

to establish formal equality by law. When we wish to eliminate inequalities that are deeply 

rooted, it is necessary to take some more positive measures to minimise and eliminate 

entrenched forms of social inequalities. Most policies of affirmative action are thus designed 

to correct the cumulative effect of past inequalities. Affirmative action can however take 

many forms, from preferential spending on facilities for disadvantaged communities, such as, 

scholarships and hostels to special consideration for admissions to educational institutions 

and jobs. In our country we have adopted a policy of quotas or reserved seats in education 

and jobs to provide equality of opportunity to deprived groups, and this has been the subject 

of considerable debate and disagreement. The policy has been defended on the ground that 

certain groups have been victims of social prejudice and discrimination in the form of 

exclusion and segregation. These communities who have suffered in the past and been denied 

equal opportunities cannot be immediately expected to compete with others on equal terms. 

Therefore, in the interest of creating an egalitarian and just society they need to be given 

special protection and help. Special assistance in the form of affirmative action is expected to 

be a temporary or time-bound measure. The assumption is that special consideration will 

enable these communities to overcome the existing disadvantages and then compete with 
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others on equal terms. Although policies of affirmative action are supported for making the 

society more equal, many theorists argue against them. They question whether treating people 

differently can ever lead to greater equality 

 

Q 29 Discuss three principles of Justice enunciated by John Rawls.  

Principle of treating equals equally refers to equal rights and equal treatment to individual 

who share certain characteristics as a human being, i.e. civil rights including right to life, 

liberty and property and political rights including right to vote, to enable rights to individuals 

to participate in political processes, etc. Principle not to treat any individual on the basis of 

discrimination on the grounds of caste, race, religion, colour, language, etc. the individuals 

should be judged on the basis of their capabilities they perform, i.e. made teachers get higher 

salary than female teachers, the persons performing the same tasks but getting different 

amount due to case is unjust. Equal treatment is not the only principle of justice because some 

circumstances may be appeared to be unjust if equal treatment is given, i.e. some marks to be 

awarded to all the students of a class if they have appeared in an examination in a uniform 

manner in place to award the marks on the basis of performance. This principle measuring 

people in proportion to the scale of equality of their efforts. 

Or  

Indian Secularism has been subjected to fierce criticisms. What are these criticisms? Can we 

defend secularism from them?  

First, it is often argued that secularism is anti-religious. We hope to have shown that 

secularism is against institutionalised religious domination. This is not the same as being anti-

religious.  A second criticism is that secularism is linked to Christianity, that it is western and 

therefore unsuited to Indian conditions. On the surface, this is a strange complaint. For there 

are millions of things in India today, from trousers to the internet and parliamentary 

democracy, that have their origins in the west. A third accusation against secularism is the 

charge of minoritism. A fourth criticism claims that secularism is coercive and that it 

interferes excessively with the religious freedom of communities 

 

30 Explain the methods and procedure to make amendments in the constitution of India by 

giving examples?  

Amendments in the Indian constitution can be made as per article 368 of the Indian 

constitution. There are three methods for making amendments in the constitution which are 

explained below - 1Amendment through simple majority In the amendment through simple 

majority the method followed is that if out 545 members of Lok Sabha only 200 are present 

for the session then in order to make amendment (Change) if 101 agree for the same then 

amendment can be done. Example -: Parliament by law may increase area of state, Parliament 

may form new states. 2) Amendment through special majority in both houses In this method 

amendment can not be done in case 273 members out of 545 members do not agree for the 

amendment. In case only 300 members are present in the house then also 273 should agree for 

the amendment. Example: CAA, Abrogation of article 370, Amendment of fundamental rights 

or Directive Principle Of State Policy. 3Amendment through special majority + approval of 

half of the state legislature In this amendment can not be done if 273 members do not agree 

for the same + approval of the half state legislature is required i.e out of 28 state legislature 14 

state legislature should agree. Example -: When any subject of Union list to be transferred in 

state list or vice-versa, extent of executive powers of state and central government, 

Representation of states in Parliament 

OR  

Examine the role of Supreme Court as the protector of fundamental and constitutional  

rights of the people. 
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The Supreme Court of India is considered the sentinel qui vie and protects the fundamental 

and constitutional rights of the people.  

Public Interest Litigation: The Supreme Court has relaxed its locus standi (meaning the right 

of a party to appear and be heard by a Court) and has permitted public spirited citizens and 

civil society organisations to approach the Court on behalf of the victims for better 

administration of justice. The Court has on its own initiative started cases of public 

importance called suo moto actions. This extra-ordinary jurisdiction has been invoked either 

through writs or even by writing letters to Judges, whose modalities are maintained under the 

guidelines for PIL enacted by the Court. It is empowered to issue directions, orders or writs, 

including writs in the nature of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, quo warranto and 

certiorari to enforce them.  

Writ Jurisdiction: Article 32 of the Constitution gives an extensive original jurisdiction to the 

Supreme Court for the enforcement of fundamental rights of the citizens, through issuing 

directions, orders and writs.  

Suo moto action: ‗Suo moto ‘power allows the Court to initiate legal action on their 

cognizance of a matter without any petition being filed, or interest being brought before them. 

Courts have initiated legal proceedings on their own based on media reports, telegrams and 

letters received by aggrieved people, taking a suo Moto cognizance of the issue. 


